
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

PRELUDE 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

GATHERING 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose home is heaven and earth, 

whose salvation is sure. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 

and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Long-expected God, 

C: we confess that we look to ourselves 

Faith Lutheran Church is a family of 

God built on love:  worshiping, 

welcoming, learning, and serving in 

Christ’s name. All are welcome! Thank 

you for worshiping with us. 
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for the peace and security only you can provide. 

We reach for swords and spears, 

reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war. 

We become impatient while waiting 

and weary of keeping awake. 

Free us from self-reliance, 

and teach us to live in harmony with our 

neighbors. 

Increase our trust in God’s timing, 

and awaken us to your advent among us, 

that we may abound in the hope you have 

promised. Amen. 
 

      P: God judges us not as we deserve, 

but according to God’s own righteousness. 

☩ You are freed and forgiven, 

saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior. 

C: Amen. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE  

1st Sunday in Advent: verse 1 



 

 

2nd Sunday in Advent: verses 1-2 

3rd Sunday in Advent: verses 1-3 

4th Sunday in Advent: verses 1-4 

“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”        ELW #240 
 

1 Light one candle to watch for Messiah: 

 let the light banish darkness. 

 He shall bring salvation to Israel, 

 God fulfills the promise. 
 

2 Light two candles to watch for Messiah: 

 let the light banish darkness. 

 He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, 

 gently lead them homeward. 
 

3 Light three candles to watch for Messiah: 

 let the light banish darkness. 

   Lift your heads and lift high the gateway 

 for the King of glory. 
 

4 Light four candles to watch for Messiah: 

 let the light banish darkness. 

 He is coming, tell the glad tidings. 

 Let your lights be shining! 
 

GATHERING SONG      



 

 

                   “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”               ELW #254 

1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
 born to set thy people free; 
 from our fears and sins release us; 
 let us find our rest in thee. 
 Israel's strength and consolation, 
 hope of all the earth thou art, 
 dear desire of ev'ry nation, 
 joy of ev'ry longing heart. 
 

2 Born thy people to deliver, 
 born a child, and yet a king; 
 born to reign in us forever, 
 now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 By thine own eternal Spirit 
 rule in all our hearts alone; 
 by thine all-sufficient merit 
 raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 

GREETING      

A: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 

God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all.                  

C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE                                                                      ELW p.138 

A: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 



 

 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

A: For the peace from above, 

     and for our salvation, 

     let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

A: For the peace of the whole world, 

     for the well-being of the Church of God, 

     and for the unity of all, 

     let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

A: For this holy house, 

     and for all who offer here their worship and   

     praise, 

     let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious    

     Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

A: The lord be with you.         C: And also with you. 

A: Let us pray.                            



 

 

C: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With 

your abundant grace and might, free us from the 

sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may 

receive your promises, for you live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

WORD 

FIRST READING                                                  Isaiah 7:10-16 

An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presented a serious 

threat to King Ahaz of Judah. In response, Ahaz decided to secure 

his throne and kingdom by seeking Assyrian help. Isaiah reminds 

Ahaz that human attempts to establish security will fail. The 

prophet gives the sign that is the only source of true safety: 

Immanuel, God is with us! 

 10 The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11 “Ask a sign of the LORD your 

God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I 

will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” 13 Then Isaiah 

said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary 

mortals that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself 

will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall 

bear a son and shall name him Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and 

honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 

good. 16 For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and 



 

 

choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in 

dread will be deserted.” 
 

PSALM                                                         Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

   1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 

  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

 2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 

  stir up your strength and come to help us. 

 3 Restore us, O God; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

 4 O LORD God of hosts, 

  how long will your anger fume when your people pray?  

 5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; 

  you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

 6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 

  and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

 7 Restore us, O God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

 17 Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 

  the one you have made so strong for yourself. 

 18 And so will we never turn away from you; 

  give us life, that we may call upon your name. 

 19 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.  
 

SECOND READING                                        Romans 1:1-7 



 

 

Most of the Christians in Rome do not know Paul. In this letter’s 

opening he introduces himself as an apostle divinely appointed to 

spread God’s gospel. The gospel’s content is the promised coming 

of Christ, and Paul’s mission is to bring about the obedience of 

faith among all nations, including his Roman audience. 
1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart 

for the gospel of God, 2 which he promised beforehand through 

his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3 the gospel concerning his 

Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4 and 

was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit 

of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, 5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to 

bring about the obedience of faith among all the gentiles for the 

sake of his name, 6 including you who are called to belong to Jesus 

Christ, 

  7 To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 

  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

Response after the readings. 

L: The word of the Lord.           C: Thanks be to God. 
 

KIDS’ TIME 
 

GOSPEL ACCLIMATION                                       ELW p.142 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 



 

 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

GOSPEL                                                         Matthew 1:18-25 

P: The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 1st 

chapter.                       

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When 

his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they 

lived together, she was found to be pregnant from the Holy 

Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling 

to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her 

quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the 

Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, 

do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived 

in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are to 

name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All 

this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through 

the prophet: 

 23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a 

son, 

  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, 

he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him;  



 

 

he took her as his wife 25 but had no marital relations with her 

until she had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus. 

Response after the reading. 

P: The gospel of the Lord.   

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON      
 

HYMN OF THE DAY        “Fling Wide the Door”           ELW #259 

1 Fling wide the door, unbar the gate; 
 the King of glory comes in state; 
 the Lord of lords and King of kings, 
 the Savior of the world who brings 
 his great salvation to the earth. 
 So raise a shout of holy mirth 
 and praise our God and Lord, 
 Creator, Spirit, Word. 
 

2 He is the rock of our belief, 
 the heart of mercy's gentle self. 
 His kingly crown is holiness; 
 his scepter is his loveliness; 
 he brings our sorrows to an end. 
 Now gladly praise our king and friend, 
 and worship him with song 
 for saving us from wrong. 
 



 

 

3 Oh, happy towns and blessed lands 
 that live by their true king's commands. 
 And blessed be the hearts he rules, 
 the humble places where he dwells. 
 He is the rightful Son of bliss 
 who fills our lives and makes us his, 
 creator of the world, 
 our only strength for good. 
 

4 Come, Lord, our Savior, Jesus Christ; 
 our hearts are open wide in trust. 
 Oh, show us now your lovely grace, 
 upon our sorrows shine your face, 
 and let your Holy Spirit guide 
 our journey in your grace so wide. 
 We praise your holy name, 
 from age to age the same! 
 

CREED                      Nicene Creed                       ELW p.104 

A: Let us profess our faith together in the words of 

the Nicene creed. 

C: We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 



 

 

eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin  
Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius   
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living  
and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  
     life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and  



 

 

glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic  
church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness  
of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION     
A: In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, 
trusting your promise to renew the church, the nations, and the 
whole creation. 

A brief silence. 

In the anticipation of these days, prepare our hearts for your 
arrival. Stir our spirits through the gifts of artists, musicians, 
poets, and preachers, as together we proclaim your advent 
among us. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
The earth breaks forth in singing as it heralds the Messiah’s 
coming. Fill our hearts with wonder as we join heaven and nature 
in announcing this holy birth. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
You send your saving grace and peace to the nations. Lead us in 
work for justice and care for the common good. May we meet the 
Christ-child we seek in the faces of our neighbors. God of grace, 



 

 

hear our prayer. 
When tears of grief, exhaustion, or loneliness come, or physical or 
emotional hurt overwhelms us, come to our aid. Uphold all who 
are anxious, who know the challenges of depression, or who are ill 
(especially). God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Surround expectant parents and those suffering from infant loss 
with communities of support. Bless young children and new 
parents. Guide us in ways that provide safety for all children and 
those who care for them. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We give thanks for all who have treasured the gospel and lived in 
faithful service. Strengthen our earthly journeys until, at the last, 
your face shines upon us and we are held in your in love. God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. 
Amen. 
 

PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you.      

MEAL 
 

OFFERING & OFFERING SONG    



 

 

1st Sunday in Advent: verse 1 (sing 2 times) 
2nd Sunday in Advent: verse 2 (sing 2 times) 

3rd Sunday in Advent: verse 3 (sing 2 times) 

4th Sunday in Advent: verse 4 (sing 2 times) 

                            “He Came Down”                      ELW #253 
1 He came down that we may have love; 
 he came down that we may have love; 
 he came down that we may have love; 
 hallelujah forevermore. 
 

2 He came down that we may have light; 
 he came down that we may have light; 
 he came down that we may have light; 
 hallelujah forevermore. 
 

3 He came down that we may have peace; 
 he came down that we may have peace; 
 he came down that we may have peace; 
 hallelujah forevermore. 
 

4 He came down that we may have joy; 
 he came down that we may have joy; 
 he came down that we may have joy; 
 hallelujah forevermore. 
 



 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Nourishing God, 
C: you are water in the wilderness and streams in 
the desert. 
Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, 
that we may rejoice and be for the world 
signs of your kingdom come. 
Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you.       
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts.    
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, …   

       … we praise your name and join their unending     
       hymn:                                                       ELW p.144                               
                    Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of pow’r and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the 
highest. 



 

 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER      
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us    
      to pray. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 



 

 

P: Here is life. God is with us. 
Come, receive what God has promised. 
 

COMMUNION                                                          ELW p.146 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

grant us peace. 
 

COMMUNION SONG(S)      
                      “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”                   ELW #270 

1 Hark! The herald angels sing, 

 "Glory to the newborn king; 

 peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

 God and sinners reconciled." 

 Joyful, all you nations, rise; 

 join the triumph of the skies; 

 with angelic hosts proclaim, 

 "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
 

Refrain 

 Hark! The herald angels sing, 

 "Glory to the newborn king!" 



 

 

2 Christ, by highest heav'n adored, 

 Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

 late in time behold him come, 

 offspring of a virgin's womb. 

 Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 

 Hail, incarnate deity! 

 Pleased as man with us to dwell, 

 Jesus, our Emmanuel!  Refrain 
 

3 Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! 

 Hail the Sun of righteousness! 

 Light and life to all he brings, 

 ris'n with healing in his wings. 

 Mild he lays his glory by, 

 born that we no more may die, 

 born to raise each child of earth, 

 born to give us second birth.  Refrain 
 

COMMUNION BLESSING      

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

nourish your soul and fill you with his grace now 

and forever!           

C: Amen 
 

COMMUNION CANTICLE   

          “Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise”        ELW #207 



 

 

      Thankful hearts and voices raise; 

 tell ev'ryone what God has done. 

 Let ev'ryone who seeks the Lord rejoice 

 and bear the name of Christ. 

 Send us with your promises 

 and lead your people forth in joy 

 with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P: God our host, 

C: at this table you have fed us with joy and 

gladness. 

Send us forth, eager to share the feast, 

welcome the stranger, 

and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 

SENDING 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS      
 

BLESSING      

P: May God who comes among us, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 



 

 

grant you patience in waiting, peace in the 

darkness,  

and good news to share today and always. 

C: Amen 
 

SENDING SONG“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”ELW #257 vs 5-8  
5 O come, O Key of David, come, 
 and open wide our heav'nly home; 
 make safe the way that leads on high, 
 and close the path to misery.  Refrain 
 

Refrain 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
 shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

6 O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer; 
 O Sun of justice, now draw near. 
 Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
 and death's dark shadow put to flight.  Refrain 
 

7 O come, O King of nations, come, 
 O Cornerstone that binds in one: 
 refresh the hearts that long for you; 
 restore the broken, make us new.  Refrain 
 

8 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
 and ransom captive Israel, 
 that mourns in lonely exile here 
 until the Son of God appear.  Refrain 



 

 

 

DISMISSAL     

A: Go in peace. Keep awake. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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