8-31-25 Full Bulletin

Welcome to Faith and thank you for worshiping
with us! All are Welcome.

FAITH
LUTHERAN
CHURCH Faith Lutheran Church is a family of God built on

A family of God built on Jove love: worshipping, welcoming, learning, and serving
in Christ’s name.
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GATHERING
Prelude
Call to Worship
Gathering Hymn “Gather Us In” ELW #532

1 Herein this place the new light is streaming,
now is the darkness vanished away;
see in this space our fears and our dreamings
brought here to you in the light of this day.
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken,
gather us in, the blind and the lame;
call to us now, and we shall awaken,
we shall arise at the sound of our name.

2  We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry,
we are the old who yearn for your face;
we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry,
called to be light to the whole human race.
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty,
gather us in, the proud and the strong;
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly,
give us the courage to enter the song.



3 Here we will take the wine and the water,
here we will take the bread of new birth,
here you shall call your sons and your daughters,
call us anew to be salt for the earth.
Give us to drink the wine of compassion,
give us to eat the bread that is you;
nourish us well, and teach us to fashion
lives that are holy and hearts that are true.

4  Not in the dark of buildings confining,
not in some heaven, light years away—
here in this place the new light is shining,
now is the kingdom, and now is the day.
Gather us in and hold us forever,
gather us in and make us your own;
gather us in, all peoples together,
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.

Greeting
A: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
unity of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you!
You are the treasured people of the LORD,
a people holy to the LORD our God.
Keep the words of the LORD in your heart; teach them to
your children.
C: Talk about them when you are at home and when you are
away, when you lie down and when you rise.
A: One does not live by bread alone,
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C: but by every word that comes from the mouth of the

LORD.

The Hymn of Praise

“This Is My Father's World”

1 This is my Father's world,
and to my list'ning ears
all nature sings, and round
me rings
the music of the spheres.
This is my Father's world,;
| rest me in the thought
of rocks and trees, of skies
and seas;
his hand the wonders
wrought.

Prayer of the Day
A: The Lord be with you.
A: Let us pray. ...

ELW #824 vs 1&2

2 This is my Father's world;

the birds their carols raise;
the morning light, the lily
white,

declare their maker's
praise.

This is my Father's world;
he shines in all that's fair.
In the rustling grass | hear
him pass;

he speaks to me
ev'rywhere.

C: And also with you.

C: O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to
those who are humble. Give us the humility of your Son,
that we may embody the generosity of Jesus Christ, our

Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Reading

WORD

Proverbs 25:6-7a

The book of Proverbs is part of a collection of writings known as

wisdom literature.



Wisdom literature gave directions to Israel’s leaders and people
for the conduct of daily life. Today’s reading is about humility.
® Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence
or stand in the place of the great,
’2for it is better to be told, “Come up here,”
than to be put lower in the presence of a noble.

Psalm: Psalm 112
! Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the LORD
and have great delight in God’s commandments!
’Their descendants will be mighty in the land;
the generation of the upright will be blessed.
3Wealth and riches will be in their house,
and their righteousness will last forever.
“ Light shines in the darkness for the upright;
the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.
> |t is good for them to be generous in lending
and to manage their affairs with justice.
°For they will never be shaken;
the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance.
"They will not be afraid of any evil rumors;
their heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD.
®Their heart is established and will not shrink,
until they see their desire upon their enemies.
?They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness
stands fast forever; they will hold up their head with honor.
"The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their
teeth and pine away; the desires of the wicked will perish.



Second Reading Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
The conclusion of the letter to the Hebrews contains suggestions
for the conduct of a holy life, all of which are shaped by God’s love
toward us in Jesus Christ.

! Let mutual affection continue. ? Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained
angels without knowing it. > Remember those who are in prison,
as though you were in prison with them, those who are being
tortured, as though you yourselves were being tortured. % Let
marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept
undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and

adulterers. > Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be
content with what you have, for he himself has said, “l will never
leave you or forsake you.” °®So we can say with confidence,

“The Lord is my helper;

| will not be afraid.

What can anyone do to me?”

’Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to
you; consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their
faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and
forever. > Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of
praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. ** Do
not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such
sacrifices are pleasing to God.

(after the readings)
L: Holy wisdom, holy word. C: Thanks be to God.

Kids’ Time



Gospel Acclamation

“Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks” WOV #671 vs 1&5

Refrain Verse 1

Alleluia alleluia Jesus is Lord of all the
Give thanks to the Risen earth He is the King of
Lord creation Refrain
A!Ielwa :.allelwa . Verse 5

Give praise to His Name Come let us praise the

Living God

Joyfully sing to our
Saviour  Refrain

Gospel Luke 14:1, 7-14
P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke the 14™ chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

1 On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader
of the Pharisees to eat a meal on the Sabbath, they were watching
him closely.

“When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor,
he told them a parable. ¢ “When you are invited by someone to a
wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case
someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your
host, ° and the host who invited both of you may come and say to
you, ‘Give this person your place,” and then in disgrace you would
start to take the lowest place. !° But when you are invited, go and
sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he
may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be
honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you.



1 For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who
humble themselves will be exalted.”

2 He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give
a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers
and sisters or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may
invite you in return, and you would be repaid.
13But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the
lame, and the blind. ** And you will be blessed because they
cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the
righteous.”
(after the reading)

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God!

Sermon

Hymn of the Day “O Christ the Same” WOV #778
1 O Christ the same, through all our story’s pages--

our loves and hopes, our failures and our fears;

eternal Lord, the king of all the ages,

unchanging still amid the passing years:

O living Word, the source of all creation,

who spread the skies and set the stars ablaze;

O Christ the same, who wrought our whole salvation,

we bring our thanks for all our yesterdays.

2 O Christ the same, the friend of sinners, sharing
our inmost thoughts, the secrets none can hide;
still as of old upon your body bearing
the marks of love in triumph glorified.

O Son of Man, who stooped for us from heaven--
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O Prince of life, in all your saving power;
O Christ the same, to whom our hearts are given:
we bring our thanks for this the present hour.

3 O Christ the same, secure within whose keeping
our lives and loves, our days and years remain;
our work and rest, our waking and our sleeping,
our calm and storm, our pleasure and our pain:
O Lord of love, for all our joys and sorrows,
for all our hopes when earth shall fade and flee;
O Christ the same, beyond our brief tomorrows,
we bring our thanks for all that is to be.

Apostles’ Creed WOV p.49

A: In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of
your salvation.

C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the
promised Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 1:13-14)

A: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.

C: | believe in God the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and
earth. | believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. He
was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the
virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third
day He rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the
living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of



sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen

Confession & Forgiveness
P: In the name of the Father,

and of the +F Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Merciful God,

C: you free us to love others,

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness,

and generosity,

but we grow weary in doing what is right.

In your mercy, forgive us.

Do not give up on us.

Heal us, break our bonds,

and show us the path of life. Amen.

P: You belong to Christ Jesus

and you are God'’s children through faith.
In the cross of + Christ,

and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.



Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
C: Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
A: Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people
of God, for God is near.

A brief silence.

For the leaders of the church, we pray. Inspire deacons, pastors,
Sunday school teachers, and Christian education directors with a
passion for speaking the word of God. Equip all the baptized to
share your word of grace. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

For the well-being of creation, we pray. Sustain farm workers and
all who labor in fields and vineyards to grow the food we eat.
Revive plains and pastures, and provide for the cattle and
creatures who rely on the land for their sustenance. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

For the leaders of towns, cities, provinces, states, and nations
(leaders may be named), we pray. Guide them to enact equitable
laws and policies for all. On this Labor/Labour Day weekend, make
us mindful of workers whose labor often goes unnoticed. Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.

For the lowly and those who are ignored, we pray. Provide for the
needs of vulnerable communities, those who are unemployed,
burdened by debt, or struggle to make ends meet. Accompany all

who need reassurance of your loving presence (especially). Hear
us, O God.
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Your mercy is great.

For the hospitality ministries of this congregation, we pray. Give
ushers and greeters a spirit of welcome for visitors, and bless the
work of those who feed and nourish us (specific ministries may be
named). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

For all the saints who from their labors rest, we give thanks. With
them, we offer our sacrifice of praise to you, O God, the same
yesterday and today and forever. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers
to the one who always receives them; through Jesus Christ, our
wisdom and companion.

Amen.

Passing of the Peace

P: The peace of the lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

The Offering
“We Give Thee but Thine Own” ELW #686 vs 1&2

1 We give thee but thine 2 May we thy bounties thus
own, as stewards true receive,
whate'er the gift may be; and gladly, as thou blessest
all that we have is thine us,
alone, to thee our first fruits give.

a trust, O Lord, from thee.
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Offering Prayer
A: Creator God,
C: in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good
and the harvest is plentiful.
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth
and our labor, that we may work for the good of all;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

MEAL
Words of Institution

The Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13 & Luke 11:2-4

P: Lord Jesus, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to
pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Invitation to Communion
P: The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.

Communion “Let Us Break Bread Together” ELW #471
1 Let us break bread together on our knees;
let us break bread together on our knees.

Refrain
When | fall on my knees,



with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.

2 Let us drink wine together on our knees;
let us drink wine together on our knees. Refrain

3 Let us praise God together on our knees;
let us praise God together on our knees. Refrain

SENDING

Blessing
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ nourish
your soul and fill you with his grace now and forever!

C: Amen

Canticle WOV p.40
Thankful hearts and voices raise; tell ev'’ryone what God has
done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and bear Christ’s holy
name.

Send us with your promises, O God, and lead us forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia.

Prayer After Communion
P: Mothering God,
C: you gathered us to your table
and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit
to love our neighbors as ourselves
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.
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Amen.

Announcements

Blessing

P: The love of God abound in you;
the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit

-+ bless you and give you peace.
C: Amen

Sending Song “Sent Forth by God's Blessing”

1

Sent forth by God's blessing,

our true faith confessing,

the people of God from this dwelling take leave.
The supper is ended.

Oh, now be extended

the fruits of this service in all who believe.

The seed of Christ's teaching,

receptive souls reaching,

shall blossom in action for God and for all.
Your grace shall incite us,

your love shall unite us

to work for your kingdom and answer your call.

With praise and thanksgiving

to God ever-living,

the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face—
our faith ever sharing,

in love ever caring,
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embracing God's children, the whole human race.
With your feast you feed us,

with your light now lead us;

unite us as one in this life that we share.

Then may all the living

with praise and thanksgiving

give honor to Christ and his name that we bear.

Dismissal
A: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Our liturgy is from Sundays and Seasons, copyright © Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission
of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #44168.

Permission to reprint, podcast and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license
#A-718436. All rights reserved.
Church Copyright License® 616644 Size A, CCLI Streaming License™ 20288016 Size A, CCS PERFORMmusic
License PML17204 Size 1.

15



