Dec. 1, 2024
15t Sunday of Advent

Faith Lutheran Church is a family of God built on love:
worshiping, welcoming, learning, and serving in Christ’s
name. All are welcome! Thank you for worshiping with us.

Sunday Worship 9:30 am, Setting 3 Liturgy, ELW p.203
ELW refers to the red hymnal.

Please write prayer requests on the clipboard located on the
table in the Narthex. There will also be an opportunity to
offer up request aloud or in the silence of your hearts during
the Prayers of Intercession.

PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.




CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS ELW p.94

Please stand.
P: In the name of the Father,

and of the -+ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all
desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.
P: Gracious God,
C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have
turned from you and given ourselves into the
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly
repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown,



things we have done and things we have failed to
do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your
Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in
newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was
given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your

sins, in the name of the Father, and of the = Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen
Please be seated.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
Advent Candle Lighting Liturgy 2024 BY LISA HANCOCK

December 1, 2024

Reader One: From deep in the past, Jeremiah calls to us,
“The days are surely coming, says the LORD,

when | will fulfill the promise | made to the house of Israel
and the house of Judah” (Jeremiah 33:14). Beloved, the




days are surely coming when the yearning of the land; the
longing of the sun, moon, and stars; the desperate need of
the people of earth for flourishing and peace will receive
their fulfillment.

Congregation: While fear, anxiety, misinformation, and
suspicion surround us on every side, we choose to watch
and wait in hope, preparing our hearts to notice and
cooperate with God’s grace already at work in our midst.

Reader Two: We light this candle of hope as a sign of our
commitment to pay attention and prepare for the days that
are surely coming and are already here—the days when
God’s kin-dom of love, justice, and mercy will reign.

Light the first candle of the Advent wreath.

1%t Sunday in Advent: verse 1

2" Sunday in Advent: verses 1-2
3@ Sunday in Advent: verses 1-3
4™ Sunday in Advent: verses 1-4

“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” ELW #240

1 Light one candle to watch for Messiah:
let the light banish darkness.
He shall bring salvation to Israel,
God tulfills the promise.

2 Light two candles to watch for Messiah:



let the light banish darkness.
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd,
gently lead them homeward.

3 Light three candles to watch for Messiah:
let the light banish darkness.
Lift your heads and lift high the gateway
for the King of glory.

4 Light four candles to watch for Messiah:
let the light banish darkness.
He is coming, tell the glad tidings.
Let your lights be shining!

GATHERING SONG

Please stand.
“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” ELW #244

1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers,

and let your lights appear;

the evening is advancing,

and darker night is near.

The bridegroom is arising

and soon is drawing nigh.

Up, pray and watch and wrestle;

at midnight comes the cry.

2 The watchers on the mountain
proclaim the bridegroom near;



go forth as he approaches
with alleluias clear.

The marriage feast is waiting;
the gates wide open stand.
Arise, O heirs of glory;

the bridegroom is at hand.

3 The saints, who here in patience
their cross and suff'rings bore,
shall live and reign forever
when sorrow is no more.
Around the throne of glory
the Lamb they shall behold;
in triumph cast before him
their diadems of gold.

4 Our hope and expectation,
O Jesus, now appear;
arise, O Sun so longed for,
o'er this benighted sphere.
With hearts and hands uplifted,
we plead, O Lord, to see
the day of earth's redemption
that sets your people free!

GREETING



A: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. C: And also with you.

KYRIE ELW p.138

A: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
A: For the peace from above,
and for our salvation,
let us pray to the Lord.
: Lord, have mercy.
A: For the peace of the whole world,
for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord.
: Lord, have mercy.
A: For this holy house,
and for all who offer here their worship and
praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
: Lord, have mercy.
A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious
Lord.

(@)

O
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C: Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
A: The lord be with you. C: And also with you.
A: Let us pray. ...
C: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By
your merciful protection alert us to the
threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for
your life of justice, for you live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever. Amen.
Please be seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Jeremiah 33:14-16

In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with being faithful
in relationship. God acts righteously both in punishing Israel for its sin and
in having mercy. In today’s reading, Jerusalem’s future name—

“The Lord is our righteousness”—proclaims that God is even now working
salvation for Israel.

14The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when | will
fulfill the promise | made to the house of Israel and the
house of Judah. 1> In those days and at that time | will cause
a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall




execute justice and righteousness in the land. ¢ In those
days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety.
And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is
our righteousness.”

PSALM 25:1-10

1 To you, O LoRD,
| lift up my soul.

My God, | put my trust in you; let me not be put to
shame, nor let my enemies triumph over me.

3 Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.

“*Show me your ways, O LORD,
and teach me your paths.

> Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have |
trusted all the day long.

® Remember, O LorD, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.

”Remember not the sins of my youth and my
transgressions; remember me according to your
steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness,
O LORD.

® You are gracious and upright, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners in your way.



?You lead the lowly in justice
and teach the lowly your way.

10 All your paths, O Lorb, are steadfast love and
faithfulness to those who keep your covenant and
your testimonies.

SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

Upon Timothy’s report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is
exuberant with gratitude for them. In this passage from his letter, Paul
voices overflowing thanks, joy, and blessings for the people of this
growing church.

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the
joy that we feel before our God because of you? 1 Night and
day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to
face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith.

11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord
Jesus direct our way to you. 2 And may the Lord make you
increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just
as we abound in love for you. 3 And may he so strengthen
your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before
our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all
his saints.

Response after the readings.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



KIDS’ TIME
GOSPEL ACCLIMATION ELW p.142

Please stand.
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

GOSPEL Luke 21:25-36
P: The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the 21st
chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] 2> “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and
the stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused
by the roaring of the sea and the waves. ¢ People will faint
from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world,
for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 2’ Then they
will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and
great glory. 22 Now when these things begin to take place,
stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is
drawing near.”

29 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and
all the trees; 3% as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for
yourselves and know that summer is already near.



31 S0 also, when you see these things taking place, you know
that the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly | tell you, this
generation will not pass away until all things have taken
place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will
not pass away.

34 “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down
with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this
life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 3° like a
trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the
whole earth. 3® Be alert at all times, praying that you may
have the strength to escape all these things that will take
place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

Response after the reading.
P: The gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

Please stand.
“My Lord, What a Morning” ELW #438
Refrain
My Lord, what a morning;
my Lord, what a morning;
oh, my Lord, what a morning,



when the stars begin to fall.

1 You will hear the trumpet sound,
to wake the nations underground,
looking to my God's right hand,
when the stars begin to fall. Refrain

2 You will hear the sinner cry,
to wake the nations underground,
looking to my God's right hand,
when the stars begin to fall. Refrain

3 You will hear the Christian shout,
to wake the nations underground,
looking to my God's right hand,
when the stars begin to fall. Refrain

CREED Nicene Creed

ELW p.104

A: Let us profess our faith together in the words of

the Nicene creed.
C: We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,



true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic



church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness
of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Please be seated.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A: As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for
all people and places that long for God’s presence.

A brief silence.

God of righteousness, your people live in hopeful
expectation of your coming. Fill your church with renewed
passion for our shared mission, and deepen our
relationships with other Christians and other faith traditions
in our local community and across the world. Lord, in your
mercy,

receive our prayer.

God of the cosmos, all creation shows that your presence is
near. Help us sense your goodness and love in the sun and
moon, in sprouting leaves and bare branches, in the roaring
sea and quiet breeze. Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

God of the nations, your reign extends over all principalities
and powers. Give leaders and all in authority hearts for



justice and peace. Encourage efforts to enact policies that
benefit the common good. Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

God of change, you accompany us through life’s transitions.
Be near to all who are changing jobs, moving, welcoming
children, or facing the loss of loved ones. Sustain those who
are ill or suffering (especially... and those we name aloud or
in the silence of our hearts). In times of change, remind us of
your steadfast love. Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

God of community, your Spirit holds us together. Sustain
our care for one another (especially through [local
ministries] supported by this congregation). Inspire us to
seek new ways to live together and to embrace the diversity
of thought and identity in our communities. Lord, in your
mercy,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of memory, we give you thanks for faithful ones who
have died (especially). Tend to our grief and sorrow with
renewed trust in your promise of abundant and eternal life.
Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and
the pleas of our hearts, in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.



PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.

C: And also with you.
Please share the peace of Christ.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING

Please stand for the offering song.

1°t Sunday in Advent: verse 1 (sing 2 times)
2" Sunday in Advent: verse 2 (sing 2 times)

3" Sunday in Advent: verse 3 (sing 2 times)
4™ Sunday in Advent: verse 4 (sing 2 times)

“He Came Down” ELW #253
1 He came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have love;
hallelujah forevermore.

2 He came down that we may have light;
he came down that we may have light;
he came down that we may have light;
hallelujah forevermore.

3 He came down that we may have peace;



he came down that we may have peace;
he came down that we may have peace;
hallelujah forevermore.

4 He came down that we may have joy;
he came down that we may have joy;
he came down that we may have joy;
hallelujah forevermore.

OFFERING PRAYER
A: Let us pray.
C: God of abundance, we bring before you the
precious fruits of your creation, and with them
our very lives.
Teach us patience and hope as we care for all
those in need until the coming of your Son, our
Savior and Lord. Amen

GREAT THANKSGIVING

Please be seated.
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.



P: Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, ...
... We praise your name and join their unending
hymn: ELW p.144

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of pow’r and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the
highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us
to pray.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those



who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

P: Taste and see that the Lord is good.
COMMUNION ELW p.146

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace.

COMMUNION SONG(S)

“Christ, Be Our Light” ELW #715
1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness.
Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy people,
light for the world to see.

Refrain
Christ, be our light!



Shine in our hearts.

Shine through the darkness.

Christ, be our light!

Shine in your church gathered today.

2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled.

Longing for hope, many despair.
Your word alone has pow'r to save us.
Make us your living voice. Refrain

3 Longing for food, many are hungry.
Longing for water, many still thirst.
Make us your bread, broken for others,
shared until all are fed. Refrain

4 Longing for shelter, many are homeless.
Longing for warmth, many are cold.

Make us your building, sheltering others,
walls made of living stone. Refrain

5 Many the gifts, many the people,
many the hearts that yearn to belong.
Let us be servants to one another,
signs of your kingdom come. Refrain

“What Feast of Love”
1 What feast of love is offered here,
what banquet come from heaven?

ELW #487



What food of everlasting life,
what gracious gift is given?
This, this is Christ the king,
the bread come down from heaven.
Oh, taste and see and sing!
How sweet the manna given!

What light of truth is offered here,
what covenant from heaven?
What hope of everlasting life,
what wondrous word is given?
This, this is Christ the king,

the sun come down from heaven.
Oh, see and hear and sing!

The Word of God is given!

What wine of love is offered here,
what crimson drink from heaven?
What stream of everlasting life,
what precious blood is given?
This, this is Christ the king,

the sweetest wine of heaven.

Oh, taste and see and sing!

The Son of God is given!



COMMUNION BLESSING

Please stand.

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
nourish your soul and fill you with his grace now
and forever!

C: Amen

COMMUNION CANTICLE
“Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise” ELW #207
Thankful hearts and voices raise;
tell ev'ryone what God has done.
Let ev'ryone who seeks the Lord rejoice
and bear the name of Christ.
Send us with your promises
and lead your people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: Let us pray.
C: God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us
a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be
fed with good things. Send us forth to make
known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness



of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please be seated.

BLESSING

Please stand.
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and - give you
peace.
C: Amen

SENDING SONG

“People, Look East” ELW #248
1 People, look east. The time is near
of the crowning of the year.
Make your house fair as you are able,
trim the hearth and set the table.
People, look east, and sing today—
Love, the Guest, is on the way.



2 Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare,
one more seed is planted there.
Give up your strength the seed to nourish,
that in course the flow'r may flourish.
People, look east, and sing today—
Love, the Rose, is on the way.

3 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim,
one more light the bowl shall brim,
shining beyond the frosty weather,
bright as sun and moon together.

People, look east, and sing today—
Love, the Star, is on the way.

4 Angels announce with shouts of mirth
him who brings new life to earth.
Set ev'ry peak and valley humming
with the word, the Lord is coming.
People, look east, and sing today—
Love, the Lord, is on the way.

DISMISSAL

A: Go in peace. Share the good news.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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