
 
 

 Ash Wednesday 
 

  

 
 

 

God Gathers The Body Of Christ  
 

 
 

Prelude   

 
 

Gathering Hymn “The Glory of These Forty Days” ELW #320 
    

  

1 The glory of these forty days 

 we celebrate with songs of praise; 

 for Christ, through whom all things were made, 

 himself has fasted and has prayed. 

 

2 Alone and fasting Moses saw 

 the loving God who gave the law; 

 and to Elijah, fasting, came 

 the steeds and chariots of flame. 

 

3 So Daniel trained his mystic sight, 

 delivered from the lions' might; 

 and John, the Bridegroom's friend, became 

 the herald of Messiah's name. 

 

4 Then grant, O God, that we may, too, 

 return in fast and prayer to you. 

 Our spirits strengthen with your grace, 

 and give us joy to see your face. 
Text: Latin hymn, 11th cent.; tr. Maurice F. Bell, 1862-1947, alt. 
Outside USA: Text from The English Hymnal © Oxford University Press 1906. All rights reserved. 
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Greeting and Community Life 

AM: The free gift of grace in Jesus Christ, the reconciling love of 

 God, and the life and peace of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All:  And also with you! 
 

Prayer of the Day 

AM:  The Lord be with you.  All:  And also with you.   

AM:  Let us pray.  

All:  Gracious God, out of your love and mercy you breathed into 

dust the breath of life, creating us to serve you and our 

neighbors. Call forth our prayers and acts of kindness, and 

strengthen us to face our mortality with confidence in the 

mercy of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

  Amen.  

 God Speaks To Us In The Word 
 

 

Reading   Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 

 

Lector:  A reading from the 2nd chapter of Joel. 

Because of the coming Day of the Lord, the prophet Joel calls the people to a 

community lament. The repentant community reminds God of his gracious 

character and asks God to spare the people, lest the nations doubt God’s power to 

save. 

1 Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy mountain! 

Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the Lord is 

coming, it is near…2 a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and 

thick darkness! Like blackness spread upon the mountains a great and 

powerful army comes; their like has never been from of old, nor will be 

again after them in ages to come. 12 Yet even now, says the Lord, return 

to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 

13 rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the Lord, your God, 
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for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast 

love, and relents from punishing. 14 Who knows whether he will not turn 

and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink 

offering for the Lord, your God? 15 Blow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a 

fast; call a solemn assembly; 16 gather the people. Sanctify the 

congregation; assemble the aged; gather the children, even infants at the 

breast. Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her canopy. 17 

Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the 

Lord, weep. Let them say, “Spare your people, O Lord, and do not make 

your heritage a mockery, a byword among the nations. Why should it be 

said among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’ ” 

 

Psalm 51:1-17 

    1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 

  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 

 2 Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 

  and cleanse me from my sin. 

 3 For I know my offenses, 

  and my sin is ever before me. 

 4 Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 

  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.  

 5 Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 

  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 

 6 Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 

  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 

 7 Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 

 8 Let me hear joy and gladness; 

  that the body you have broken may rejoice.  

 9 Hide your face from my sins, 

  and blot out all my wickedness. 

  



4 
 

    10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

  and renew a right spirit within me. 

 11 Cast me not away from your presence, 

  and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

 12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation 

  and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.  

 13 Let me teach your ways to offenders, 

  and sinners shall be restored to you. 

 14 Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of my salvation, 

  and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness. 

 15 O Lord, open my lips, 

  and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 16 For you take no delight in sacrifice, or I would give it. 

  You are not pleased with burnt offering. 

 17 The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; 

  a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will not despise. 

 

Reading   2 Corinthians 5:20b--6:10 

 

Lector:  A reading from the 5th chapter of Romans. 

The ministry of the gospel endures many challenges and hardships. Through this 

ministry, God’s reconciling activity in the death of Christ reaches into the depths of 

our lives to bring us into a right relationship with God. In this way, God accepts us 

into the reality of divine salvation.  

 

20b We entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our  

sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might  

become the righteousness of God. 6:1 As we work together with him, we  

urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. 2 For he says, “At an  

acceptable time I have listened to you, and on a day of salvation I have  

helped you.” See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of  

salvation! 3 We are putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault  
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may be found with our ministry, 4 but as servants of God we have  

commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions,  

hardships, calamities, 5 beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless  

nights, hunger; 6 by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of  

spirit, genuine love, 7 truthful speech, and the power of God; with the  

weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 8 in honor and  

dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet  

are true; 9 as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are  

alive; as punished, and yet not killed; 10 as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing;  

as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing  

everything. 

 

L:  Holy wisdom, holy word…  C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation    “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross”           ELW#335 

 

1 Jesus, keep me near the cross, 

 there's a precious fountain; 

 free to all, a healing stream 

 flows from Calv'ry's mountain. 

 

Refrain 

 In the cross, in the cross 

 be my glory ever; 

 till my ransomed soul shall find 

 rest beyond the river. 

 

Gospel   Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus commends almsgiving, prayer, and fasting, but 

emphasizes that spiritual devotion must not be done for show. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Beware of practicing your piety before 

others in order to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from your 

Father in heaven. 2“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet 
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before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so 

that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received 

their reward. 3But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know 

what your right hand is doing, 4so that your alms may be done in secret; 

and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 5“And whenever you 

pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the 

synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. 

Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 6But whenever you pray, 

go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in 

secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 16“And 

whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they 

disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell 

you, they have received their reward. 17But when you fast, put oil on your 

head and wash your face, 18so that your fasting may be seen not by others 

but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret 

will reward you. 19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, 

where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; 20but 

store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 

consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your 

treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
  

 

Sermon   Pastor Paul Anderson 
 

 

Sermon Song      “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross”                     ELW#335 

 

2 Near the cross, a trembling soul, 

 love and mercy found me; 

 there the bright and morning star 

 sheds its beams around me.  Refrain 

 

 



7 
 

Refrain 

 In the cross, in the cross 

 be my glory ever; 

 till my ransomed soul shall find 

 rest beyond the river. 

 

3 Near the cross! O Lamb of God, 

 bring its scenes before me; 

 help me walk from day to day 

 with its shadow o'er me.  Refrain 

 

4 Near the cross I'll watch and wait, 

 hoping, trusting ever, 

 till I reach the golden strand 

 just beyond the river.  Refrain 
Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915 

 

Confession of Sin 

 PM: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 A brief silence.  

 PM: Most holy and merciful God… 

 

All:  We confess to you and to one another, and before the whole 

company of heaven, that we have sinned by our fault, by our own 

fault, by our most grievous fault, in thought, word, and deed, by what 

we have done  and by what we left undone. 
 

Prayers Of The Church  
AM:  Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, 

the well-being of creation, and a world in need. 

A brief silence. 
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You call us to return to you, steadfast God. Renew a right spirit within the church 

and cleanse the hearts of your people. Strengthen those who proclaim your gospel 

in word and deed. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You sustain your creation, generous God. Supply all that is needful for life to 

flourish. Protect endangered species and fragile habitats. Teach us to live lightly 

upon the earth and to honor it as our home. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You seek justice and peace, righteous God. Rebuild cities and homelands 

devastated by war (regions in conflict may be named). Provide welcome, help, and 

safety to refugees. Prosper negotiations that lead to lasting peace among the nations. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You care for all people, loving God. Heal any who are scarred by violence, 

addiction, or trauma of any kind. Comfort those who grieve and bring relief to any 

in pain. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You gather this assembly, abiding God. Unite us in serving our neighbors and 

working for justice. We pray for caregivers and people who are hospitalized, in 

treatment, or recovering from illness (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You redeem us from death, faithful God. We give thanks for those who served you 

in the church (especially Cyril and Methodius, missionaries, whom we 

commemorate today). Bring us with all the saints into everlasting joy. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

Jesus Comes To Us In His Supper 
 

The Offering       “What Wondrous Love Is This”                       ELW#666 

 

1 What wondrous love is this,  

O my soul, O my soul! 
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 What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

 What wondrous love is this 

 that caused the Lord of bliss 

 to bear the dreadful curse  

for my soul, for my soul, 

 to bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 
 

2 When I was sinking down,  

sinking down, sinking down, 

 when I was sinking down, sinking down, 

 when I was sinking down 

 beneath God's righteous frown, 

 Christ laid aside his crown  

for my soul, for my soul, 

 Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 
 

3 To God and to the Lamb  

I will sing, I will sing; 

 to God and to the Lamb I will sing; 

 to God and to the Lamb, 

 who is the great I AM, 

 while millions join the theme,  

I will sing, I will sing, 

 while millions join the theme, I will sing. 
 

4 And when from death I'm free,  

I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 

 and when from death I'm free, I'll sing on; 

 and when from death I'm free,  

I'll sing God's love for me, 

        and through eternity  

I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 

and through eternity I'll sing on. 
Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt. 
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Distribution and Imposition of Ashes 

 

P:  Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 

All: That we may show forth your glory in the world. 
 

P:  By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 

All: Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
 

P: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power 

of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 

All: Amen 
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“Just as I Am, Without One Plea”  ELW #592 
 

 
 

Words of Institution  1 Corinthians 11:23-25 

 

Lord's Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13 & Luke 11:2-4 

PM:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
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All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Blessing  

 

Post Communion Prayer 

  AM: Let us pray.  

 

All:  Tender and merciful one, at your feast, you fed us who brought 

nothing, turning our emptiness into joy.  Filled with your 

abundant grace, send us now to be ministers of reconciliation, 

mending broken hearts, working for justice, and striving for 

peace among all people, in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

  
    

God Sends Us Into The World 
 

Sending Song           “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”                  ELW#324 

 

1 In the cross of Christ I glory, 

 tow'ring o'er the wrecks of time. 

 All the light of sacred story 

 gathers round its head sublime. 

 

2 When the woes of life o'ertake me, 

 hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 

 never shall the cross forsake me; 

 lo, it glows with peace and joy. 
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3 When the sun of bliss is beaming 

 light and love upon my way, 

 from the cross the radiance streaming 

 adds more luster to the day. 

 

4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 

 by the cross are sanctified; 

 peace is there that knows no measure, 

 joys that through all time abide. 
Text: John Bowring, 1792-1872 

 

 
Dismissal 

AM: Go forth into the world to God with gladness; be of good courage;  

  hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen  

  the fainthearted, support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people;  

  love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.  

 All: Thanks be to God. 
   

 

Postlude  
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