
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

PRELUDE 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                                        ELW p.94 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as 

the presiding minister begins. 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
C:  Amen 
 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy 
Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into 
the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C:  Amen 
P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P:  Most merciful God, 

Faith Lutheran Church is a family of God built on love:  worshiping, 

welcoming, learning, and serving in Christ’s name. All are welcome! 

Thank you for worshiping with us. 
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C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 

us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

P:  God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 

made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 

name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you 

with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 

through faith. 

C:  Amen 
 

GATHERING SONG       “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”           ELW #693 
 

1 Come, ye thankful people, come; 

 raise the song of harvest home. 

 All be safely gathered in 

 ere the winter storms begin. 

 God, our maker, doth provide 

 for our wants to be supplied. 

 Come to God's own temple, come, 

 raise the song of harvest home. 
 

2 All the world is God's own field, 

 fruit unto his praise to yield; 

 wheat and tares together sown, 

 unto joy or sorrow grown. 

 First the blade, and then the ear, 

 then the full corn shall appear. 

 Lord of harvest, grant that we 

 wholesome grain and pure may be. 

 

3 For the Lord our God shall come 

 and shall take his harvest home; 

from his field shall in that day 

 all offenses purge away; 

 give his angels charge at last 

 in the fire the tares to cast, 

 but the fruitful ears to store 

 in his garner evermore. 
 

4 Even so, Lord, quickly come 

 to thy final harvest home. 

 Gather then thy people in, 

 free from sorrow, free from sin, 

 there, forever purified, 

 in thy garner to abide. 

 Come, with all thine angels, come, 

 raise the glorious harvest home! 

GREETING 



A:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

A:  Any prayer requests? 
 

KYRIE                                                                                          ELW p.203 
Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer. 

We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair. 
 

Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin. 

Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin. 
 

Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart. 

Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts! 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                                              ELW p.204 
 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 
 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 
 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A:  The lord be with you.          C:  And also with you. 

A:  Let us pray.                        



C:  Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its 

peoples, and you give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with 

justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

FIRST READING                                                                  Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 
Zephaniah (like the prophet Amos in last week’s first reading) presents the day of 

the Lord as one of judgment and wrath. Descriptions of the last day in the New 

Testament include details taken from Old Testament accounts of the day of the 

Lord. 

 7Be silent before the Lord GOD! 

  For the day of the LORD is at hand; 

 the LORD has prepared a sacrifice, 

  he has consecrated his guests. 

 12At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, 

  and I will punish the people 

 who rest complacently on their dregs, 

  those who say in their hearts, 

 “The LORD will not do good, 

  nor will he do harm.” 

 13Their wealth shall be plundered, 

  and their houses laid waste. 

 Though they build houses, 

  they shall not inhabit them; 

 though they plant vineyards, 

  they shall not drink wine from them. 

 14The great day of the LORD is near, 

  near and hastening fast; 

 the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter, 

  the warrior cries aloud there. 

 15That day will be a day of wrath, 



  a day of distress and anguish, 

 a day of ruin and devastation, 

  a day of darkness and gloom, 

 a day of clouds and thick darkness, 

  16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry 

 against the fortified cities 

  and against the lofty battlements. 

 17I will bring such distress upon people 

  that they shall walk like the blind; 

  because they have sinned against the LORD, 

 their blood shall be poured out like dust, 

  and their flesh like dung. 

 18Neither their silver nor their gold 

  will be able to save them 

  on the day of the LORD’s wrath; 

 in the fire of his passion 

  the whole earth shall be consumed; 

 for a full, a terrible end 

  he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth. 

PSALM                                                                               Psalm 90:1-8 [9-11] 12 
1Lord, you have been our refuge 

  from one generation to another. 

 2Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the earth were   

         born, from age to age you are God. 

 3You turn us back to the dust and say, 

  “Turn back, O child ren of earth.” 

 4For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past 

  and like a watch in the night;  

 5you sweep them away like a dream, 

  they fade away suddenly like the grass: 

 6in the morning it is green and flourishes; 

  in the evening it is dried up and withered. 

 7For we are consumed by your anger; 

  we are afraid because of your wrath. 



 8Our iniquities you have set before you, 

  and our secret sins in the light of your countenance.  

[ 9When you are angry, all our days are gone; 

  we bring our years to an end like a sigh. 

 10The span of our life is seventy years, perhaps in strength even eighty; 

  yet the sum of them is but labor and sorrow, for they pass away quickly  

        and we are gone. 

 11Who regards the power of your wrath? 

  Who rightly fears your indignation? 

]  12So teach us to number our days 

  that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.  
 

SECOND READING                                                        1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
Though we do not know and cannot calculate the day of Christ’s return, we live 

faithfully in the here and now as we anticipate the day when we will be given 

eternal salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need 

to have anything written to you. 2For you yourselves know very well that the day of 

the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3When they say, “There is peace and 

security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon 

a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 4But you, beloved, are not in 

darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; 5for you are all children of light 

and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 6So then let us not 

fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; 7for those who sleep 

sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8But since we belong to 

the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a 

helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has destined us not for wrath but for 

obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us, so that 

whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 11Therefore encourage one 

another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 
Response after the readings. 

L:  Word of God, word of life.          C:  Thanks be to God. 

KIDS’ TIME 

GOSPEL ACCLIMATION                                                           ELW p.205 



 

Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. 

Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 

Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 
 

GOPSEL                                                                                     Matthew 25:14-30 
P:  The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 25th chapter.   

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 14“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned 

his slaves and entrusted his property to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to 

another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went 

away. 16The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with 

them, and made five more talents. 17In the same way, the one who had the two 

talents made two more talents. 18But the one who had received the one talent 

went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19After a long 

time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20Then the 

one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, 

saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more 

talents.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have 

been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into 

the joy of your master.’ 22And the one with the two talents also came forward, 

saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more 

talents.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have 

been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into 

the joy of your master.’ 24Then the one who had received the one talent also came 

forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did 

not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25so I was afraid, and I went 

and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his master 

replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not 

sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought to have invested my 

money with the bankers,  

and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. 28So take 

the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29For to all those 

who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; 



 but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30As 

for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ” 
Response after the reading. 

P:  The gospel of the Lord.          C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY            “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”                     ELW #733 
 

1 Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 

 there is no shadow of turning with thee; 

 thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not; 

 as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 
 

Refrain 

 Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

 Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

 all I have needed thy hand hath provided; 

 great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 

2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 

 sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 

 join with all nature in manifold witness 

 to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.  Refrain 
 

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

 thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

 strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

 blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!  Refrain 
 

CREED                           Apostles’ Creed                                  ELW p.105 
A:  Let us profess our faith together in the words of the Apostles’ creed. 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 



who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION    

Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray for the church, the 
world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Gracious God, you give talents and gifts to all your people, and you equip the 
church to serve. Turn us from fear and self-serving ways, that we use our talents to 
glorify you and encourage our neighbor. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You have been our dwelling place from one generation to another. Sustain the life 
of the planet; protect farmlands and harvests. Direct all people in wise 
stewardship of all the earth’s resources. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You call us to honesty and integrity. Instill these values in the hearts of all nations 
and their leaders (leaders may be named). Free any who are oppressed, expose all 
corruption, and bring redemption to victims of injustice. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart. Where there is 
sickness or sorrow, bring healing, and where there is loneliness, reveal your love in 
community. We remember before you (especially). Hear us, O God. 



Your mercy is great. 
We pray for the faith formation ministries of our church. Give to all children, 
youth, and adults who study your word the breastplate of faith and love. Shape us 
by your love and show us how to encourage one another. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Gracious God, you are faithful in all generations. For the promise of life and rest 
and for the witness of those who have died in faith (especially) we praise your 
goodness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We offer our spoken prayers and those held in our hearts trusting in your mercy; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
                  

PEACE 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERING            “Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring”                   ELW #691 
 

1 Accept, O Lord, the gifts we bring 
 to place upon your table. 
 We do not worship as we ought 
 but only as we're able. 
 

2 The vines were planted, seeds were sown. 
 They grew in your good pleasure. 
 What once was common, daily food 
 becomes a holy treasure. 
 

3 Our hopes and dreams, our toils and cares 
 we lift in prayer before you. 
 Lord, by your grace now come to us, 
 as humbly we adore you. 
 



OFFERING PRAYER 
A:  Let us pray. 
C:  God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures 
forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. 
Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your 
gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P:  The Lord be with you.                    C:  And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts.                         C: We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, … 
… we praise your name and join their unending hymn:                                

                                                                                                    ELW p.207 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna in the highest. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 



who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen 

 

P:  Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 

COMMUNION                                                                              ELW p.208 
 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 
you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now, we pray. 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray. 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 
eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray. 
 

COMMUNION SONGS  

                                     “Praise and Thanksgiving”                               ELW #689
 

1 Praise and thanksgiving, God, we would offer 

 for all things living, you have made good: 

 harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard, 

 hay from the mown fields, blossom and wood. 
 

2 God, bless the labor we bring to serve you, 

 that with our neighbor we may be fed. 

 Sowing or tilling, we would work with you, 

 harvesting, milling for daily bread. 
 

3 Father, providing food for your children, 

 by Wisdom's guiding teach us to share 

 one with another, so that, rejoicing 

 with us, all others may know your care. 
 

4 Then will your blessing reach ev'ry people, 



 freely confessing your gracious hand. 

 Where you are reigning, no one will hunger; 

 your love sustaining showers the land.                                        

 

                                          “Now Thank We All Our God”                   ELW #840 
 

1 Now thank we all our God 

 with hearts and hands and voices, 

 who wondrous things has done, 

 in whom this world rejoices; 
 who, from our mothers' arms, 

 has blest us on our way 

 with countless gifts of love, 

 and still is ours today. 
 

2 Oh, may this bounteous God 

 through all our life be near us, 

 with ever joyful hearts 

 and blessed peace to cheer us, 

 and keep us all in grace, 

 and guide us when perplexed, 

 and free us from all harm 

 in this world and the next. 
 

3 All praise and thanks to God 

 the Father now be given, 

 the Son, and Spirit blest, 
 who reign in highest heaven, 

 the one eternal God, 

 whom earth and heav'n adore; 

 for thus it was, is now, 

 and shall be evermore. 
 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
P:  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ nourish your soul and fill 

you with his grace now and forever!           

C:  Amen 
 

COMMUNION CANTICLE   

                     “Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise”                 ELW #204 
         Thankful hearts and voices raise; 

 tell ev'ryone what God has done. 

 Let all who seek the Lord rejoice 

 and bear Christ's holy name. 

 Send us with your promises 

 and lead your people forth in joy 

 with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P:  Let us pray. 

C:  We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through 

the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 

the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen                          
 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

BLESSING 
P:  The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

SENDING SONG            “Let All Things Now Living”                          ELW #881 
 

1 Let all things now living 

 a song of thanksgiving 

 to God the creator triumphantly raise, 

 who fashioned and made us, 

 protected and stayed us, 

 who still guides us on to the end of our days. 

 God's banners are o'er us, 

 God's light goes before us, 

 a pillar of fire shining forth in the night, 

 till shadows have vanished 

 and darkness is banished, 

 as forward we travel from light into light. 

2 God rules all the forces: 

 the stars in their courses 

 and sun in its orbit obediently shine; 

 the hills and the mountains, 



 the rivers and fountains, 

 the deeps of the ocean proclaim God divine. 

 We too should be voicing 

 our love and rejoicing; 

 with glad adoration a song let us raise 

 till all things now living 

 unite in thanksgiving: 

 "To God in the highest, hosanna and praise!" 

DISMISSAL     
A:  Go in peace. Christ is with you.      C:  Thanks be to God. 
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