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Faith Lutheran Church is a family of God built on love: worshiping,
welcoming, learning, and serving in Christ’s name. All are welcome!

Thank you for worshiping with us.

Fall 2023 Sunday Worship 9:30 am, Setting 10 Liturgy, ELW p.203
ELW refers to the red hymnal.

PRELUDE 11-12-23 FULL BULLETIN

CALL TO WORSHIP
GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS ELW p.94
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as
the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

C: Amen

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy
Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into
the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.
P: Most merciful God,



GATHERING SONG

1

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the

name of = Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you
with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts

through faith.
C: Amen

Come, we that love the Lord,

and let our joys be known;
join in a song with sweet accord,

join in a song with sweet accord
and thus surround the throne,
and thus surround the throne.

Refrain

We're marching to Zion,
beautiful, beautiful Zion:

we're marching upward to Zion,
the beautiful city of God.

Let those refuse to sing

who never knew our God;

but children of the heav'nly king,
but children of the heav'nly king
may tell their joys abroad,

“Come, We That Love the Lord” ELW #625

may tell their joys abroad. Refrain

The hill of Zion yields

a thousand sacred sweets

before we reach the heav'nly fields,
before we reach the heav'nly fields,
or walk the golden streets,

or walk the golden streets. Refrain

Then let our songs abound,

and ev'ry tear be dry;

we're marching through
Immanuel's ground,

we're marching through
Immanuel's ground,

to fairer worlds on high,

to fairer worlds on high. Refrain



GREETING
A: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
PRAYER REQUESTS
A: Any prayer requests?

KYRIE ELW p.203
Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer.
We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair.

Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin.

Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart.
Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts!

CANTICLE OF PRAISE ELW p.204

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth.

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth:

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love.

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above;
on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand.
Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand.

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call;

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright.
For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high!

PRAYER OF THE DAY
A: The lord be with you. C: And also with you.



A: Let us pray.

C: O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the
words of your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs
of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Amos 5:18-24
In the days of Amos, people thought that the day of the LORD would be a time of
great victory, but Amos announced that it would be a day of darkness, not light. He
said liturgy is no substitute for obedience. The LORD demands justice and
righteousness in the community.
8Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD!
Why do you want the day of the LORD?
It is darkness, not light;
35 if someone fled from a lion,
and was met by a bear;
or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall,
and was bitten by a snake.
OIs not the day of the LORD darkness, not light,
and gloom with no brightness in it?

1| hate, | despise your festivals,
and | take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
*?Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
| will not accept them;
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals
| will not look upon.
*3Take away from me the noise of your songs;
| will not listen to the melody of your harps.
24But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.



PSALM Psalm 70
!Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;
O LoRD, make haste to help me.
’Let those who seek my life be put to shame and confounded;
let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be disgraced.
3Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me
turn back because of their shame.
“Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you;
let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great is the LORD!”
°>But as for me, | am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O God.
You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, do not tarry.

SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Some of the Thessalonians are worried that dead Christians will be excluded from
the resurrection to eternal life when Christ comes again. Paul reassures them with
the word of hope that all Christians, living or dead, will be raised into everlasting
life with Christ.

3We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who
have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. **For since
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring
with him those who have died. ‘°For this we declare to you by the word of the
Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no
means precede those who have died. ‘°For the Lord himself, with a cry of
command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will
descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 1’Then we who are
alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the
Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. ®Therefore encourage one

another with these words.
Response after the readings.

L: Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God.

KIDS’ TIME
GOSPEL ACCLIMATION ELW p.205



Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word.
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred.
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

GOPSEL Matthew 25:1-13
P: The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 25% chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] *“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten
bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. ?Five of them
were foolish, and five were wise. *When the foolish took their lamps, they took no
oil with them; “but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. °As the bridegroom
was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. °But at midnight there was a
shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” “Then all those
bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us
some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.” °But the wise replied, ‘No! there will
not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some
for yourselves.” '°And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those
who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was

shut. *!Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.” ?But
he replied, ‘Truly | tell you, | do not know you.” *Keep awake therefore, for you

know neither the day nor the hour.”
Response after the reading.

P: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying” ELW #436

1 Wake, awake, for night is flying,
the watchmen on the heights are crying;
awake, Jerusalem, at last.
Midnight hears the welcome voices,
and at the thrilling cry rejoices:
"Come forth, you maidens! Night is past.
The bridegroom comes! Awake;



your lamps with gladness take!"

Alleluia!

Rise and prepare the feast to share;

go, meet the bridegroom, who draws near.

2 Zion hears the watchmen singing,
and all her heart with joy is springing.
She wakes, she rises from her gloom.
Her dear friend comes down, all glorious,
the strong in grace, in truth victorious:
her star is ris'n; her light is come.
Now come, O Blessed One,
Lord Jesus, God's own Son.
Sing hosannal!
Oh, hear the call! Come one, come all,
and follow to the banquet hall.

3 Gloria! Let heav'n adore you!
Let saints and angels sing before you,
with harp and cymbal's clearest tone.
Gates of pearl, twelve portals gleaming,
lead us to bliss beyond all dreaming,
with angel choirs around your throne.
No eye has caught the light,
no ear the thund'ring might
of such glory.
There we will go: what joy we'll know!
There sweet delight will ever flow.

CREED Apostles’ Creed ELW p.105
A: Let us profess our faith together in the words of the Apostles’ creed.
C: | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,



born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

O God for whom we wait, come quickly to your people, bring your salvation, and
center us in hope found only in you. Deepen our faith through meaningful worship
and send us out with your justice and truth. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

O God for whom we watch, we glimpse your power in rushing water and your
beauty in the darkening night. Restore this creation, and provide clean water to all
people and animals. Save us from foolish, wasteful living. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

O God for whom we long, let justice roll down like waters on all nations. Bless
citizens with wise leaders; save your children from war. We pray for the veterans
of this community, that they are supported and loved. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

O God, in whom we hope, we pray for all who are in need. Provide for those who
experience homelessness or hunger, support the under- or unemployed, and
comfort any who are suffering this day (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



O God for whom we listen, inspire the music ministry of our congregation. Fill our
worship with songs to proclaim your greatness. Help us to sing and dance with joy
and tell boldly of your salvation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

O God, in whom we remain, we remember our loved ones who have died and now
live in you (especially). Bring comfort and the assurance of new life to all who
grieve. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We offer our spoken prayers and those held in our hearts trusting in your mercy;
through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING “Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring” ELW #691

1 Accept, O Lord, the gifts we bring
to place upon your table.
We do not worship as we ought
but only as we're able.

2 The vines were planted, seeds were sown.
They grew in your good pleasure.
What once was common, daily food
becomes a holy treasure.

3 Our hopes and dreams, our toils and cares
we lift in prayer before you.
Lord, by your grace now come to us,
as humbly we adore you.

OFFERING PRAYER



A: Let us pray.

C: God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures
forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.
Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your
gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

P: Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, ...
... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

ELW p.207
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest,
hosanna in the highest.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;



and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

P: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

COMMUNION ELW p.208

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray.

COMMUNION SONGS

“For the Bread Which You Have Broken” ELW #494
1 For the bread which you have broken,
for the wine which you have poured,
for the words which you have spoken,
now we give you thanks, O Lord.

2 By this promise that you love us,
by your gift of peace restored,
by your call to heav'n above us,
hallow all our lives, O Lord.

3 With the saints who now adore you,
seated at the heav'nly board,
may the church still waiting for you

keep love's tie unbroken, Lord.

4 Inyour service, Lord, defend us;
in our hearts keep watch and ward;
in the world to which you send us
let your kingdom come, O Lord.



“Soon and Very Soon” ELW #439
Words unavailable, please use red hymnal.

COMMUNION BLESSING
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ nourish your soul and fill
you with his grace now and forever!
C: Amen

COMMUNION CANTICLE
“Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise” ELW #204

Thankful hearts and voices raise;

tell ev'ryone what God has done.

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice

and bear Christ's holy name.

Send us with your promises

and lead your people forth in joy

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia. Alleluia.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: Let us pray.
C: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through
the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
P: The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

ANNOUNCEMENTS



SENDING SONG

“Let Justice Flow like Streams”

1 Let justice flow like streams
of sparkling water, pure,
enabling growth, refreshing life,
abundant, cleansing, sure.

2 Let righteousness roll on
as others' cares we heed,
an ever-flowing stream of faith
translated into deed.

3 So may God's plumb line, straight,
define our measure true,
and justice, right, and peace pervade
this world our whole life through.

DISMISSAL

A: Go in peace. Christ is with you.  C: Thanks be to God.

ELW #717
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