
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

PRELUDE 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                                        ELW p.94 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as 

the presiding minister begins. 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
C:  Amen 
 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy 
Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into 
the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C:  Amen 
P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P:  Most merciful God, 

Faith Lutheran Church is a family of God built on love:  worshiping, 

welcoming, learning, and serving in Christ’s name. All are welcome! 

Thank you for worshiping with us. 
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C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 

us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 
 

P:  God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 

made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 

name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you 

with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 

through faith. 

C:  Amen 
 

GATHERING SONG             “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”             ELW #504 
 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 

 a sword and shield victorious; 

 he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod 

 and wins salvation glorious. 

 The old satanic foe 
 has sworn to work us woe! 

 With craft and dreadful might  

 he arms himself to fight. 

 On earth he has no equal. 
 

2 No strength of ours can match his  

     might! 

 We would be lost, rejected. 

 But now a champion comes to fight, 

 whom God himself elected. 

 You ask who this may be? 

 The Lord of hosts is he! 

 Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 

  

     God's only Son, adored. 

 He holds the field victorious. 
 

3 Though hordes of devils fill the land 

 all threat'ning to devour us, 

 we tremble not, unmoved we 

stand; 

 they cannot overpow'r us. 

 Let this world's tyrant rage; 

 in battle we'll engage! 

 His might is doomed to fail; 

 God's judgment must prevail! 

 One little word subdues him. 

 

 

 

 

 



4 God's Word forever shall abide, 

 no thanks to foes, who fear it; 

 for God himself fights by our side 

 with weapons of the Spirit. 

 Were they to take our house, 

 goods, honor, child, or spouse, 

 though life be wrenched away, 

 they cannot win the day. 

 The kingdom's ours forever! 

 

GREETING 
A:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

A:  Any prayer requests? 
 

KYRIE                                                                                          ELW p.203 
Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer. 

We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair. 
 

Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin. 

Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin. 
 

Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart. 

Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts! 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                                              ELW p.204 
 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 
 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 
 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 



Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A:  The lord be with you.          C:  And also with you. 

A:  Let us pray.                        

C:  Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews 

the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 

Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 

trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the 

church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

FIRST READING                                                                Jeremiah 31:31-34 
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect 

the people to live upright lives. To know the Lord means that one will defend the 

cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only 

because the Lord will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God 

who forgets. 

 31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant 

with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant 

that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out 

of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says 

the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 

those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 

hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they 

teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know 

me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their 

iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 



PSALM                                                                                                       Psalm 46 

1God is our refuge and strength, 

  a very present help in trouble. 

 2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 

  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 

 3though its waters rage and foam, 

  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

 4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

  the holy habitation of the Most High. 

 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 

  God shall help it at the break of day. 

 6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 

  God speaks, and the earth melts away.  

 7The LORD of hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

 8Come now, regard the works of the LORD, 

  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 

 9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 

  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 

 10“Be still, then, and know that I am God; 

  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 

 11The LORD of hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  
 

SECOND READING                                                            Romans 3:19-28 
Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other 

Reformation leaders. No human beings make themselves right with God through 

works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with God through the 

divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us 

from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the 

law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held 

accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds 

prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 



 21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is 

attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in 

Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned 

and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, 

through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a 

sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his 

righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins 

previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is 

righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 

 27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? 

No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart 

from works prescribed by the law. 
Response after the readings. 

L:  Word of God, word of life.          C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

KIDS’ TIME 
 

GOSPEL ACCLIMATION                                                           ELW p.205 
 

Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. 

Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 

Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 
 

GOPSEL                                                                                     John 8:31-36 

P:  The holy gospel according to St. John, the 8th chapter.   

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you 

are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you 

free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never 

been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 

 34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a 

slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son 

has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
Response after the reading. 

P:  The gospel of the Lord.          C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 



SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”        ELW #517 
 

1 Lord, keep us steadfast in your 

word; 

 curb those who by deceit or sword 

 would wrest the kingdom from your 

Son 

 and bring to naught all he has done. 

2 Lord Jesus Christ, your pow'r make 

known, 

 for you are Lord of lords alone; 

 defend your holy church, that we 

 may sing your praise eternally. 
3 O Comforter of priceless worth, 

 send peace and unity on earth; 

 support us in our final strife 

 and lead us out of death to life. 

 

CREED                           Nicene Creed                                                   ELW p.104 
A:  Let us profess our faith together in the words of the Nicene Creed. 

C:  We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 



he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION    

Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

God our parent, you call us your children and have made us siblings through your 
son Jesus. Heal the church’s many divisions, bring understanding and peace where 
there has been contention and strife, and unite us in one body through the love of 
Christ. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
God our creator, your hands have made the heights of the mountains, the depths 
of the sea, and the life that animates all creation. Bring relief to areas harmed by 
wildfires, floods, storms, and human carelessness (especially). Renew the face of 
the earth. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
God our ruler, the nations rage and the kingdoms shake, but your word stands fast 
forever. Let your justice and peace roll down like waters wherever there is strife, 
injustice, war, or religious conflict (especially). God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
God our champion, you are our refuge and strength, a very present help in times 
of trouble. Draw near to all who suffer (especially). Be their rest and comfort. God 
of grace, 
hear our prayer. 



God our reformer, you make all things new. Free us from complacency, open us to 
unexpected ways, and kindle zeal in us for the future. We pray for young people 
affirming their baptism. With them, stir in us a desire for your wisdom. God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God our savior, you made yourself known in the lives of all who have died in the 
hope of your grace. We give thanks for the witness of reformers like Martin Luther 
and for all whose example has brought us closer to you. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
unending love and amazing grace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen 
     

PEACE 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERING            “Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring”                   ELW #691 
 

1 Accept, O Lord, the gifts we bring 
 to place upon your table. 
 We do not worship as we ought 
 but only as we're able. 
 

2 The vines were planted, seeds were sown. 
 They grew in your good pleasure. 
 What once was common, daily food 
 becomes a holy treasure. 
 

3 Our hopes and dreams, our toils and cares 
 we lift in prayer before you. 
 Lord, by your grace now come to us, 
 as humbly we adore you. 
 



OFFERING PRAYER 
A:  Let us pray. 
C:  God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures 
forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. 
Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your 
gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P:  The Lord be with you.                    C:  And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts.                         C: We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, … 
… we praise your name and join their unending hymn:                                

                                                                                                    ELW p.207 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna in the highest. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 



who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen 

 

P:  Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 

COMMUNION                                                                              ELW p.208 
 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 
you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now, we pray. 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray. 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 
eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray. 
 

COMMUNION SONGS         “Lord, Be Glorified”                              ELW #744 
 

1 In my life, Lord, be glorified, be 

glorified; 

 in my life, Lord, be glorified today. 
 

 

 

2 In our song, Lord, be glorified, be 

glorified; 

 in our song, Lord, be glorified today. 

 

3 In your church, Lord, be glorified, 

be glorified; 

 in your church, Lord, be glorified 

today. 

 

4 In your world, Lord, be glorified, be 

glorified. 

 In your world, Lord, be glorified 

today.

            

            “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”                                 ELW #759 
 

1 My faith looks up to thee, 

 thou Lamb of Calvary, 

 Savior divine! 

 Now hear me while I pray, 

 take all my guilt away, 

 oh, let me from this day 

 be wholly thine! 
 

 



2 May thy rich grace impart 

 strength to my fainting heart, 

 my zeal inspire; 

 as thou hast died for me, 

 oh, may my love to thee 

 pure, warm, and changeless be, 

 a living fire! 
 

3 While life's dark maze I tread 

 and griefs around me spread, 

 be thou my guide; 

 bid darkness turn to day, 

 wipe sorrow's tears away, 

 nor let me ever stray 

 from thee aside. 
 

4 When ends life's transient dream, 

 when death's cold, sullen stream 

 shall o'er me roll; 

 blest Savior, then, in love 

 fear and distrust remove; 

 oh, bear me safe above, 

 a ransomed soul! 

 

           “Blessed Assurance”                                    ELW #638 
1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 

 Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 

 Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 

 born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 
 

Refrain 

 This is my story, this is my song, 

 praising my Savior, all the day long: 

 this is my story, this is my song, 

 praising my Savior all the day long. 

 

2   Perfect submission, perfect delight, 

 visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 

 angels descending bring from above 

 echoes of mercy, whispers of love.  Refrain 
 

3 Perfect submission, all is at rest; 

 I in my Savior am happy and blest, 

 watching and waiting, looking above, 

 filled with his goodness, lost in his love.  Refrain 
 



COMMUNION BLESSING 
P:  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ nourish your soul and fill 

you with his grace now and forever!           

C:  Amen 
 

COMMUNION CANTICLE   

                     “Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise”                 ELW #204 
          
          Thankful hearts and voices raise; 

 tell ev'ryone what God has done. 

 Let all who seek the Lord rejoice 

 and bear Christ's holy name. 

 Send us with your promises 

 and lead your people forth in joy 

 with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P:  Let us pray. 

C:  We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through 

the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 

the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen                          
 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

BLESSING 
P:  The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

SENDING SONG     “God's Word Is Our Great Heritage”                 ELW #509 
 



     God's word is our great heritage 

 and shall be ours forever; 

 to spread its light from age to age 

 shall be our chief endeavor. 

 Through life it guides our way; 

 in death it is our stay. 

 Lord, grant while time shall last 

 your church may hold it fast 

 throughout all generations. 

DISMISSAL     
A:  Go in peace. Christ is with you.      C:  Thanks be to God. 
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