
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

PRELUDE 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                                        ELW p.94 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as 

the presiding minister begins. 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
C:  Amen 
 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy 
Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into 
the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C:  Amen 
P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P:  Most merciful God, 

Faith Lutheran Church is a family of God built on love:  worshiping, 

welcoming, learning, and serving in Christ’s name. All are welcome! 

Thank you for worshiping with us. 
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C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 

us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 
 

P:  God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 

made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 

name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you 

with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 

through faith. 

C:  Amen 
 

GATHERING SONG          “Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death”      ELW #452 
 

1 Awake, O sleeper, rise from death, 

 and Christ shall give you light; 

 so learn his love, its length and 

breadth, 

 its fullness, depth, and height. 
 

2 To us on earth he came to bring 

 from sin and fear release, 

 to give the Spirit's unity, 

 the very bond of peace. 
 

3 There is one body and one hope, 

 one Spirit and one call, 

  

    

    one Lord, one faith, and one 

baptism, 

 one God who made us all. 
 

4 Then walk in love as Christ has 

loved, 

 who died that he might save; 

 with kind and gentle hearts forgive 

 as God in Christ forgave. 
 

5 For us Christ lived, for us he died, 

 and conquered in the strife. 

 Awake, arise, go forth in faith, 

 and Christ shall give you life. 

GREETING 
A:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 



PRAYER REQUESTS 

A:  Any prayer requests? 
 

KYRIE                                                                                          ELW p.203 
Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer. 

We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair. 
 

Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin. 

Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin. 
 

Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart. 

Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts! 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                                              ELW p.204 
 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 
 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 
 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A:  The lord be with you.          C:  And also with you. 

A:  Let us pray.                        

C:  O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of 

forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore 



you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

FIRST READING                                                                         Genesis 50:15-21 
After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they 

had done against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this 

as an opportunity to do good and save many lives. 
15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still 

bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to 

him?” 16So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction 

before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and 

the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the 

servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then 

his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your 

slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of 

God? 20Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in 

order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I 

myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, 

speaking kindly to them. 
 

PSALM                                                                                  Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13 
 

[ 1Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

  and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name. 

 2Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

  and forget not all God’s benefits— 

 3who forgives all your sins 

  and heals all your diseases; 

 4who redeems your life from the grave 

  and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;  

 5who satisfies your desires with good things 

  so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s. 



 6O LORD, you provide vindication 

  and justice for all who are oppressed. 

 7You made known your ways to Moses 

  and your works to the children of Israel. 

]  8LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy, 

  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;  

 9you will not always accuse us, 

  nor will you keep your anger forever. 

 10You have not dealt with us according to our sins, 

  nor repaid us according to our iniquities. 

 11For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

  so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you. 

 12As far as the east is from the west, 

  so far have you removed our transgressions from us. 

 13As a father has compassion for his children, 

  so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LORD.  
 

SECOND READING Romans 14:1-12 
This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us 

understand that despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do 

not judge one another. All Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all 

of us and will judge each of us. 
1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over 

opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only 

vegetables. 3Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who 

abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed 

them. 4Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their 

own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to 

make them stand. 

 5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be 

alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the day, 

observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since 

they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and 

give thanks to God. 



 7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live 

to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether 

we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he 

might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 

 10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you 

despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of 

God. 11For it is written, 

 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
12So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 
Response after the readings. 

L:  Word of God, word of life.          C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

KIDS’ TIME 

GOSPEL ACCLIMATION                                                           ELW p.205 
 

Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. 

Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 

Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 
 

GOPSEL                                                                                     Matthew 18:21-35 

P:  The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18th chapter.   

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins 

against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to 

him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 

 23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 

wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who 

owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his 

lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his 

possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, 

saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for 

him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same 

slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred 



denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his 

fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay 

you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay 

the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly 

distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken 

place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave 

you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy 

on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him 

over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will 

also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your 

heart.” 
Response after the reading. 

P:  The gospel of the Lord.          C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling”             ELW #608 
 

1 Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 

 calling for you and for me. 

 See, on the portals he's waiting and 

watching, 

 watching for you and for me. 
 

Refrain 

 "Come home, (Come home,) 

come home! (come home!) 

 You who are weary, come home." 

 Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 

 calling, "O sinner, come home!" 

 

 

 

2 Why should we tarry when Jesus is 

pleading, 

 pleading for you and for me? 

 Why should we linger and heed not 

his mercies, 

 mercies for you and for me?  

Refrain 
 

3 Oh, for the wonderful love he has 

promised, 

 promised for you and for me! 

 Though we have sinned, he has 
mercy and pardon, 

 pardon for you and for me.  Refrain 
 

CREED                           Apostles’ Creed                                  ELW p.105 
A:  Let us profess our faith together in the words of the Apostles’ creed. 



C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION    

Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, 
creation, and the needs of our neighbors. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for the church. Bless the missions and ministries of diverse congregations, 
that they uplift the good news of salvation in ways that can be understood. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for creation. Send rain to lands experiencing drought and healing to rivers 
clogged with pollution. Enrich the soil for trees and plants. Protect the crops 
needed to feed those who hunger. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for all who govern. Encourage those in positions of power to lead with 
empathy, practice forgiveness, and care for those who struggle. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 



We pray for our neighbors who face illness of any kind. For those strained 
financially; for all living with chronic pain, mental illness, the disease of addiction, 
or otherwise afraid or in harm’s way. Protect all who cry out for mercy (especially). 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for this congregation. Open our hearts to practice intentional invitation. 
Help us to forgive each other, practice patience, and choose welcome over 
judgment. Move us to care for those in our community seeking refuge and safety. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We give thanks for the saints who died in faith. Show us how to live faithfully, 
creatively, and lovingly in your church and world (like Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen, 
whom we commemorate today). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers 
of our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ. 
Amen 
                  

PEACE 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERING            “Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring”                   ELW #691 
 

1 Accept, O Lord, the gifts we bring 
 to place upon your table. 
 We do not worship as we ought 
 but only as we're able. 
 

2 The vines were planted, seeds were sown. 
 They grew in your good pleasure. 
 What once was common, daily food 
 becomes a holy treasure. 
 



3 Our hopes and dreams, our toils and cares 
 we lift in prayer before you. 
 Lord, by your grace now come to us, 
 as humbly we adore you. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
A:  Let us pray. 
C:  God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures 
forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. 
Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your 
gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P:  The Lord be with you.                    C:  And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts.                         C: We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, … 
… we praise your name and join their unending hymn:                                

                                                                                                    ELW p.207 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna in the highest. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 



on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen 

 

P:  Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 

COMMUNION                                                                              ELW p.208 
 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 
you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now, we pray. 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray. 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 
eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray. 
 

COMMUNION SONGS   

                             “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”             ELW #779 
 

1 Amazing grace! how sweet the 

sound 

 that saved a wretch like me! 
 I once was lost, but now am found; 

 was blind, but now I see. 
 

2 'Twas grace that taught my heart to   

     fear, 

 and grace my fears relieved; 

 how precious did that grace appear 

 the hour I first believed! 

 

 

3 Through many dangers, toils, and 

snares  

 I have already come; 

 'tis grace has brought me safe thus 
far, 

 and grace will lead me home. 
 

4 The Lord has promised good to me; 

 his word my hope secures; 

 he will my shield and portion be 

 as long as life endures. 

 



5 When we've been there ten 

thousand years, 

 bright shining as the sun, 

 we've no less days to sing God's 

praise 

 than when we'd first begun. 
 

                              “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”                      ELW #490 
 

1 Let all mortal flesh keep silence, 

 and with fear and trembling stand; 

 ponder nothing earthly-minded, 

 for with blessing in his hand 

 Christ our God to earth descending 
 comes full homage to demand. 
 

2 King of kings, yet born of Mary, 

 as of old on earth he stood, 

 Lord of lords in human vesture, 

 in the body and the blood, 

 he will give to all the faithful 

 his own self for heav'nly food. 

 

 

3 Rank on rank the host of heaven 

 spreads its vanguard on the way; 

 as the Light of light, descending 

 from the realms of endless day, 

 comes, the pow'rs of hell to 

vanquish, 

 as the darkness clears away. 
 

4 At his feet the six-winged seraph, 

 cherubim with sleepless eye, 

 veil their faces to the presence, 

 as with ceaseless voice they cry: 

 "Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 Alleluia, Lord Most High!" 
 

                                         “Come, Let Us Eat”                                       ELW #491 
1 (Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread,) 

 come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread. 

 (Our Lord's body let us take together,) 

 our Lord's body let us take together. 
 

2 (Come, let us drink, for now the wine is poured,) 

 come, let us drink, for now the wine is poured. 

 (Jesus' blood poured let us drink together,) 

 Jesus' blood poured let us drink together. 
 

3 (In Jesus' presence now we meet and rest,) 

 in Jesus' presence now we meet and rest. 

 (In the presence of our Lord we gather,) 

 in the presence of our Lord we gather. 



4 (Rise, then, to spread abroad God's mighty word,) 

 rise, then, to spread abroad God's mighty word. 

 (Jesus risen will bring in the kingdom,) 

 Jesus risen will bring in the kingdom. 
 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
P:  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ nourish your soul and fill 

you with his grace now and forever!           

C:  Amen 
 

COMMUNION CANTICLE   

                     “Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise”                 ELW #204 
         Thankful hearts and voices raise; 

 tell ev'ryone what God has done. 

 Let all who seek the Lord rejoice 

 and bear Christ's holy name. 

 Send us with your promises 

 and lead your people forth in joy 

 with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P:  Let us pray. 

C:  We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through 

the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 

the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen                          
 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

BLESSING 
P:  The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

SENDING SONG       “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”              ELW #543 
 

1 “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 

 Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 

 In my love’s baptismal river 

 I have made you mine forever. 

 Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.” 
 

2 “Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 

 Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 

 Here you heard my dear Son’s story, 

 here you touched him, saw his glory. 

 Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.” 
 

3 “Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me. 

 Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 

 Here my Spirit’s power filled you, 

 here my tender comfort stilled you. 

 Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.” 

 

DISMISSAL     
A:  Go in peace. Christ is with you.      C:  Thanks be to God. 
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