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Faith Lutheran Church is a family of God built on love: worshiping,
welcoming, learning, and serving in Christ’s name. All are welcome!

Thank you for worshiping with us.

Fall 2023 Sunday Worship 9:30 am, Setting 10 Liturgy, ELW p.203
ELW refers to the red hymnal.

PRELUDE 10-01-23 FULL BULLETIN

CALL TO WORSHIP
GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS ELW p.94
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as
the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

C: Amen

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy
Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into
the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.
P: Most merciful God,



C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the

name of = Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you
with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts

through faith.
C: Amen
GATHERING SONG “God Is Here!” ELW #526 vs 1-3
1 God is here! As we your people Here in honesty of preaching,
meet to offer praise and prayer, here in silence, as in speech,
may we find in fuller measure here, in newness and renewal,
what it is in Christ we share. God the Spirit comes to each.

Here, as in the world around us,
all our varied skills and arts
wait the coming of the Spirit
into open minds and hearts.

3 Here our children find a welcome
in the Shepherd's flock and fold;
here as bread and wine are taken,
Christ sustains us as of old.

2 Here are symbols to remind us Here the servants of the Servant
of our lifelong need of grace; seek in worship to explore
here are table, font, and pulpit; what it means in daily living
here the cross has central place. to believe and to adore.
GREETING

A: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.



PRAYER REQUESTS
A: Any prayer requests?

KYRIE ELW p.203
Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer.
We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair.

Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin.

Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart.
Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts!

CANTICLE OF PRAISE ELW p.204

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth.

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth:

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love.

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above;
on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand.
Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand.

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call;

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright.
For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high!

PRAYER OF THE DAY
A: The lord be with you. C: And also with you.
A: Let us pray.
C: God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your
grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide
us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their
parents were and did, or who think they cannot reverse their own previous
behavior. God insistently invites people to turn and live.
The word of the LORD came to me: “What do you mean by repeating this proverb
concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the
children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3As | live, says the Lord Gob, this proverb shall no
more be used by you in Israel. “Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent
as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die.

2>Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my
way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 2°When the righteous turn away
from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity
that they have committed they shall die. 2’Again, when the wicked turn away from
the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall
save their life. ®Because they considered and turned away from all the
transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not
die. °Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel,
are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?

30Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways,
says the Lord GoD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity
will be your ruin. *'Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have
committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will
you die, O house of Israel? *’For | have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the
Lord Gob. Turn, then, and live.

PSALM Psalm 25:1-9

To you, O LORD,
| lift up my soul.
’My God, | put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.



3Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
“Show me your ways, O LORD,
and teach me your paths.
°>Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have | trusted all the day long.
°®Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.
’Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your
goodness, O LORD.
8You are gracious and upright, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners in your way.
You lead the lowly in justice
and teach the lowly your way.

SECOND READING Philippians 2:1-13
As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early
Christian hymn that extols the selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on the
cross. Christ’s selfless perspective is to be the essential perspective we share as the
foundation for Christian accord.
!If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any
sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, >make my joy complete: be of
the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do
nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better
than yourselves. “Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the
interests of others. °Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
®who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
’but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,



8he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.
‘Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
050 that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
1and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my
presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with
fear and trembling; **for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will

and to work for his good pleasure.
Response after the readings.

L: Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God.

KIDS’ TIME
GOSPEL ACCLIMATION ELW p.205

Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word.
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred.
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

GOPSEL Matthew 21:23-32
P: The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 21st chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

2When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people

came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these
things, and who gave you this authority?” **Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you
one question; if you tell me the answer, then | will also tell you by what authority |
do these things.



2>Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they
argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,” he will say to us, ‘Why then did
you not believe him?’ 2°But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd;
for all regard John as a prophet.” ?’So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And
he said to them, “Neither will | tell you by what authority | am doing these things.
’8“\What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son,
go and work in the vineyard today.” °He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed
his mind and went. 3°The father went to the second and said the same; and he
answered, ‘1 go, sir’; but he did not go. 3**Which of the two did the will of his
father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly | tell you, the tax
collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of
you. 3’For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe
him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you

saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.”
Response after the reading.

P: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways” ELW #772

1 Oh, that the Lord would guide my
ways
to keep his statutes still!
Oh, that my God would grant me
grace

3 Assist my soul, too apt to stray,
a stricter watch to keep;
and should | e'er forget your way,
restore your wand'ring sheep.

to know and do his willl 4 Make me to walk in your
commands,

'tis a delightful road;

nor let my head or heart or hands
offend against my God.

2 Order my footsteps by your word
and make my heart sincere;
let sin have no dominion, Lord,
but keep my conscience clear.

CREED Apostles’ Creed ELW p.105
A: Let us profess our faith together in the words of the Apostles’ creed.



C: | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church,
creation, and the needs of our neighbors.

A brief silence.

We put our trust in you as we pray for the church. Give bishops, pastors, deacons,
and teachers the gifts of wisdom and discernment. Be with them in bold truth and
faithful witness. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Lead us in your truth as we pray for creation. Empower us to look to the interests
of others as we make choices that impact the environment. Summon us to be
advocates for healthy waterways, habitats, and air. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Lead us in justice as we pray for those in government, the military, and other
positions of authority (/local and national leaders may be named).



Give them humble and willing hearts, looking to the needs of others. We pray also
for our enemies. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Trusting your goodness, we pray for all caregivers and people who are sick or
suffering in any way (especially). Give them encouragement and consolation in
your presence. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Teach us your paths as we pray for this congregation. Be at work in us and unite us
in your love as we labor together for the sake of the gospel. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give thanks for all the saints who died secure in the knowledge of salvation.
Keep us fearless in our faith and certain of your resurrection. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers
of our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ.
Amen

PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING “Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring” ELW #691

1 Accept, O Lord, the gifts we bring
to place upon your table.
We do not worship as we ought
but only as we're able.

2 The vines were planted, seeds were sown.
They grew in your good pleasure.
What once was common, daily food
becomes a holy treasure.

3 Our hopes and dreams, our toils and cares



we lift in prayer before you.
Lord, by your grace now come to us,
as humbly we adore you.

OFFERING PRAYER
A: Let us pray.
C: God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures
forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.
Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your
gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

P: Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, ...
... We praise your name and join their unending hymn:
ELW p.207
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest,
hosanna in the highest.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.



Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

P: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

COMMUNION ELW p.208

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray.

COMMUNION SONGS
“Let Us Break Bread Together” ELW #471

1 Let us break bread together on our 2 Let us drink wine together on our

knees; knees;
let us break bread together on our let us drink wine together on our
knees. knees. Refrain

Refrain 3 Let us praise God together on our

When | fall on my knees,
with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.

knees;
let us praise God together on our
knees. Refrain

“All Are Welcome” ELW #641



1 Let us build a house where love can dwell
and all can safely live,

a place where saints and children tell

how hearts learn to forgive.

Built of hopes and dreams and visions,

rock of faith and vault of grace;

here the love of Christ shall end divisions:

Refrain
All are welcome, all are welcome,
all are welcome in this place.

2 Let us build a house where prophets speak,
and words are strong and true,

where all God's children dare to seek

to dream God's reign anew.

Here the cross shall stand as witness

and as symbol of God's grace;

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: Refrain

3 Let us build a house where love is found

in water, wine and wheat:

a banquet hall on holy ground

where peace and justice meet.

Here the love of God, through Jesus,

is revealed in time and space;

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us: Refrain

4 Let us build a house where hands will reach
beyond the wood and stone

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach,

and live the Word they've known.

Here the outcast and the stranger

bear the image of God's face;

let us bring an end to fear and danger: Refrain



5 Let us build a house where all are named,

their songs and visions heard

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed

as words within the Word.

Built of tears and cries and laughter,

prayers of faith and songs of grace,

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: Refrain

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” ELW #742
1 What a friend we have in Jesus, who will all our sorrows share?
all our sins and griefs to bear! Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness--
What a privilege to carry take it to the Lord in prayer.

ev'rything to God in prayer!
Oh, what peace we often forfeit;
oh, what needless pain we bear--
all because we do not carry
ev'rything to God in prayer!

3 Are we weak and heavy-laden,
cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge--
take it to the Lord in prayer.

Do your friends despise, forsake

2 Have we trials and temptations? you?
Is there trouble anywhere? Take it to the Lord in prayer.
We should never be discouraged-- In his arms he'll take and shield
take it to the Lord in prayer. you;
Can we find a friend so faithful you will find a solace there.

COMMUNION BLESSING

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ nourish your soul and fill
you with his grace now and forever!
C: Amen

COMMUNION CANTICLE

“Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise” ELW #204
Thankful hearts and voices raise;
tell ev'ryone what God has done.



Let all who seek the Lord rejoice

and bear Christ's holy name.

Send us with your promises

and lead your people forth in joy

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia. Alleluia.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: Let us pray.
C: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through
the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
P: The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SENDING SONG “Sent Forth by God's Blessing” ELW #547

1 Sent forth by God's blessing,
our true faith confessing,
the people of God from this dwelling take leave.
The supper is ended.
Oh, now be extended
the fruits of this service in all who believe.
The seed of Christ's teaching,
receptive souls reaching,
shall blossom in action for God and for all.
Your grace shall incite us,



your love shall unite us
to work for your kingdom and answer your call.

2 With praise and thanksgiving
to God ever-living,

the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face—
our faith ever sharing,

in love ever caring,

embracing God's children, the whole human race.
With your feast you feed us,

with your light now lead us;

unite us as one in this life that we share.

Then may all the living

with praise and thanksgiving

give honor to Christ and his name that we bear.

DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Christ is with you.  C: Thanks be to God.
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