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Welcome to Faith and thank you for worshiping with us! 
      

 

GATHERING 

Prelude                                                              Special Music-Bell Choir  

 

Call to Worship 

Gathering Hymn  “The Church's One Foundation”   ELW #654 vs 1,4&5 
 

1 The church's one foundation 

 is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 

 she is his new creation 

 by water and the word. 

 From heav'n he came and sought  

         her 

 to be his holy bride; 

 with his own blood he bought  

         her, 

 and for her life he died. 

 

4 Through toil and tribulation 

 and tumult of her war, 

 she waits the consummation 

 of peace forevermore; 

 till with the vision glorious 

 her longing eyes are blest, 

 and the great church victorious 

 shall be the church at rest. 

 

5 Yet she on earth has union 

 with God, the Three in One, 

 and mystic sweet communion 

 with those whose rest is won. 

 Oh, blessed heav'nly chorus! 

 Lord, save us by your grace, 

 that we, like saints before us, 

 may see you face to face. 

 

Greeting    

A: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the unity of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
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C: And also with you! 

A: You are the treasured people of the LORD, 

C: a people holy to the LORD our God. 

A: Keep the words of the LORD in your heart; teach them to your children. 

C: Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when 

you lie down and when you rise. 

A: One does not live by bread alone, 

C: but by every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD. 

 

Prayer Requests 

A:  Any prayer requests? 

 

The Hymn of Praise      “Let the Whole Creation Cry” ELW #876 
 

1  Let the whole creation cry, 

 "Glory to the Lord on high!" 

 Heav'n and earth, awake and sing, 

 "Praise to our almighty king!" 

 Praise God, angel hosts above, 

 ever bright and fair in love; 

 sun and moon, lift up your voice; 

 night and stars, in God rejoice. 

 

2 Servants striving for the Lord, 

 prophets burning with the word, 

 those to whom the arts belong 

     add their voices to the song. 

  

     

    Pow'rs of knowledge and of law, 

 to the glorious circle draw; 

 all who work and all who wait, 

 sing, "The Lord is good and       

    great!" 

 

3 Men and women, young and old, 

 raise the anthem loud and bold, 

 and let children's happy hearts 

 in this worship take their parts; 

 from the north to southern pole 

 let the mighty chorus roll: 

 "Holy, Holy, Holy One; 

 glory be to God alone!"

 

Prayer of the Day  
A: The Lord be with you.       C:  And also with you. 

A: Let us pray.  

C:   God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call 

upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion 

and constancy, that your name may be known throughout the earth, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 
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WORD 
 

First Reading                Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 
The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s imminent intervention 

to save. Righteousness and obedience define who belongs to the Israelite 

community—not race, nationality, or any other category. 

  1Thus says the LORD: 

  Maintain justice, and do what is right, 

 for soon my salvation will come, 

  and my deliverance be revealed. 

 

 6And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 

  to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 

  and to be his servants, 

 all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, 

  and hold fast my covenant— 

 7these I will bring to my holy mountain, 

  and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 

 their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 

  will be accepted on my altar; 

 for my house shall be called a house of prayer 

  for all peoples. 

 8Thus says the Lord GOD, 

  who gathers the outcasts of Israel, 

 I will gather others to them 

  besides those already gathered. 

 

Psalm    Psalm 67 
  

    
1May God be merciful to us and bless us; 

  may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 

 2Let your way be known upon earth, 

  your saving health among all nations. 

 3Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

  let all the peoples praise you. 

 4Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth.  

 5Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

  let all the peoples praise you. 
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 6The earth has brought forth its increase; 

  God, our own God, has blessed us. 

 7May God give us blessing, 

  and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.  

 

Second Reading Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so 

that, while all have been disobedient, God has mercy upon all. 

[Paul writes:] 1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am 

an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2aGod 

has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 

 

 29For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you were once 

disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31so 

they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too 

may now receive mercy. 32For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he 

may be merciful to all. 

      

     L:  Holy wisdom, holy word.            C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Kids’ Time             
 

Gospel Acclamation      “Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God” 

 WOV #783 vs 1&2 
1 Seek ye first the kingdom of God 

and its righteousness, 

and all these things shall be added unto you. 

Allelu, alleluia. 

 

2 Ask and it shall be given unto you; 

seek and you shall find; 

knock and the door shall be opened unto you. 

Allelu, alleluiah! 

 

Gospel Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28 

         P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 15th Chapter. 

 C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
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Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than 

outward religious observances. Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a 

woman considered to be a religious outsider approaches him for help. 

[10[Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:11it is 

not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the 

mouth that defiles.” 12Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know 

that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” 13He answered, 

“Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14Let them 

alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, 

both will fall into a pit.” 15But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to 

us.” 16Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding? 17Do you not see 

that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the 

sewer? 18But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what 

defiles. 19For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, 

theft, false witness, slander. 20These are what defile a person, but to eat with 

unwashed hands does not defile.”] 

 21Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22Just then 

a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy 

on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23But he did not 

answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, 

for she keeps shouting after us.” 24He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep 

of the house of Israel.” 25But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help 

me.” 26He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the 

dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their 

masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be 

done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 

 

 P: The Gospel of the Lord.         C: Thanks be to God!  
 

Sermon                 

Sermon Song                      “Beautiful Savior”                           ELW #838 
 

1 Beautiful Savior, 

 King of creation, 

 Son of God and Son of Man! 

 Truly I'd love thee, 

 truly I'd serve thee, 

 light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

2 Fair are the meadows, 

 fair are the woodlands, 

 robed in flow'rs of blooming spring; 

 Jesus is fairer, 

 Jesus is purer, 

 he makes our sorrowing spirit sing. 
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3 Fair is the sunshine, 

 fair is the moonlight, 

 bright the sparkling stars on high; 

 Jesus shines brighter, 

 Jesus shines purer 

 than all the angels in the sky. 

 

4 Beautiful Savior, 

 Lord of the nations, 

 Son of God and Son of Man! 

 Glory and honor, 

 praise, adoration, 

 now and forevermore be thine!

Response to the Word (Creed)                WOV p.49 
 

 A: In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. 

 C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy 

Spirit. (Ephesians 1:13-14) 

 A: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
 

  I believe in God the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by 

The power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended  

to the dead. On the third day He rose again. He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge 

the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen 
 

 Confession & Forgiveness 

 P: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith;  Jude 20 

 C: pray in the Holy Spirit.   

 P: Keep yourselves in the love of God;  Jude 21 

 C: look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 P: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 2 Cor. 5:17 

 C: Everything old has passed away; behold everything has become new! 

 P: God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore, let us be 

reconciled to God and to one another. 

 Silence for reflection and self examination. 

 P: Gracious God,  

 C: have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 

unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that 

we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of 

your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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 P: The almighty and merciful God grants you pardon, forgiveness, and release 

from all your sins.  

 C: Amen 
 

The Prayers of the Church (A.M.)   
Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the 

church, those in need, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

O God, your Spirit gathers the church. Shepherd those who are newly baptized and 

newly ordained in the proclamation of the gospel, breathe life into ecumenical and 

inter-religious endeavors, and support missionaries throughout the globe. Hear us, 

O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You created the earth and all its inhabitants and declared it good. Clean polluted 

skies, seas, and soil, provide nourishment to plants and animals, and make us aware 

of our impact on the environment. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You call leaders to bridge differences and practice generosity. Inspire all in 

authority to protect people in harm’s way, deliver those in bondage, support fair 

elections, provide care for military personnel and veterans, and show mercy to those 

for whom they have responsibility. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You provide for those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. Embrace people who 

have been rejected because of difference, heal trauma caused by racism or 

prejudice, shield any who are persecuted, console the dying, and heal the sick 

(especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

O God, you journey with us in all of life’s transitions. Guide those preparing for 

baptism, marriage, and retirement. Guide our church council and committees in 

their visioning and ministry (especially name/s of specific ministries). Safeguard 

those who travel. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We give you thanks for those who now rest from their labors (especially Bernard of 

Clairvaux, whom the church commemorates today). Motivate us by their lives of 

dedication to the gospel, until that day when we join with them in our eternal home. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the one 

who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen 

 

Passing of the Peace 
 P: The Peace of the Lord be with you always. C: And also with you. 

  

The Offering                                                        Special Music-Bell Choir 
 

Offering Prayer   
A: Let us pray. Merciful God,  

C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our 

selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. 

Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

MEAL  
 

Words of Institution 
 P: In the night in which he was betrayed, … 

 … almighty Father, now and forever.  

 C: Amen 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13 & Luke 11:2-4 
P:  Lord Jesus, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen 

 

Communion “Now the Silence” ELW #460 

 

     Now the silence 

 Now the peace 

 Now the empty hands uplifted 

 Now the kneeling 

 Now the plea 

 Now the Father's arms in welcome 
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Now the hearing 

 Now the pow'r 

 Now the vessel brimmed for pouring 

 Now the body 

 Now the blood 

 Now the joyful celebration 

 

 Now the wedding 

 Now the songs 

 Now the heart forgiven leaping 

 Now the Spirit's visitation 

 Now the Son's epiphany 

 Now the Father's blessing 

 Now 

 Now 

 Now 

 “For the Bread Which You Have Broken” ELW #494 
 

1 For the bread which you have broken, 

 for the wine which you have poured, 

 for the words which you have spoken, 

 now we give you thanks, O Lord. 

 

2 By this promise that you love us, 

 by your gift of peace restored, 

 by your call to heav'n above us, 

 hallow all our lives, O Lord. 

 

3 With the saints who now adore you, 

 seated at the heav'nly board, 

 may the church still waiting for you 

 keep love's tie unbroken, Lord. 

 

4 In your service, Lord, defend us; 

 in our hearts keep watch and ward; 

 in the world to which you send us 

 let your kingdom come, O Lord. 



SENDING 

Post-Communion Blessing   
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ nourish your soul and fill 

you with his grace now and forever!  

C: Amen 

 

Post-Communion Canticle (sung)  WOV p.40 
Thankful hearts and voices raise; tell everyone what God has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and bear Christ’s holy name. 

Send us with your promises, O God, and lead us forth in joy 

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia. 

 

Post-Communion Prayer   

A: Let us pray.  

C: Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament 

of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be 

filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever. Amen 

 

Benediction               
P: Go from this meal knowing that God blesses you and keeps you. 

That God’s face shines on you and is gracious to you. 

That God looks on you with great favor and gives you peace.  

C: Amen 

 

Announcements 

 

Sending Song      “God Be with You Till We Meet Again”       ELW #536 
 

1 God be with you till we meet again; 

 by good counsels guide, uphold you, 

 with a shepherd's care enfold you; 

 God be with you till we meet again. 

 

Refrain 

 Till we meet, (till we meet,)  

till we meet, (till we meet again,)  

till we meet at Jesus' feet; (till we meet,)  
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till we meet, (till we meet,) 

 till we meet, (till we meet again.) 

 God be with you till we meet again. 

 

2 God be with you till we meet again; 

 holy wings securely hide you, 

 daily manna still provide you; 

 God be with you till we meet again.  Refrain 

 

3 God be with you till we meet again; 

 when life's perils thick confound you, 

 put unfailing arms around you; 

 God be with you till we meet again.  Refrain 

 

Dismissal  
A:  Go in peace and serve the Lord!           C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 
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