Faith Lutheran Church
April 2, 2023
Sunday of the Palms and Passion

We welcome you with open arms & open hearts!

Faith Lutheran Church is a Christ-centered, Bible-
reading, radically welcoming spiritual home for
seekers, believers, and everybody between. We're a
family of God “because God first loved us.” (1John
4:19) A family built on love: worshiping,
welcoming, learning and serving in Christ’s name.
Because you’re here, you’re part of the family.
Please complete a Response Card & put it in the offering plate. If you are
here for the first time, please give us a complete address or phone # so we
can connect with you.

“ELW?” refers to the red hymnal. Larger print bulletins are available by
request. Please let us know what else we can do to help you enjoy your
time at Faith.

GATHERING

Prelude Susan Peterson

Processional Gospel Matthew 21:1-11
1 When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of
you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them
and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord
needs them.” And he will send them immediately.” 4 This took place to fulfill what
had been spoken through the prophet, saying,

5 “Tell the daughter of Zion,

Look, your Kking is coming to you,

humble, and mounted on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”



6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought the donkey
and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very large crowd
spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread
them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were
shouting,

“Hosanna to the Son of David!

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!

Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is
this?”” 11 The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in
Galilee.”

Processional Hymn  “All Glory, Laud & Honor” ELW #344, 1-3

Greeting and Prayer Requests
A: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the unity of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you!

The Hymn of Praise “All Glory, Laud & Honor” ELW #344, 4-5

Prayer of the Day AM

A: The Lord be with you. C: And also withyou. A: Letus pray.

C: O God of mercy and might, in the mystery of the passion of your Son
you offer your infinite life to the world. Gather us around the cross of
Christ, and preserve us until the resurrection, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen

WORD

Reading Isaiah 50:4-9a
4 The Lord God has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that | may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.



5 The Lord God has opened my ear,
and | was not rebellious,
| did not turn backward.
6 | gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard,;
| did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.
7 The Lord God helps me;
therefore | have not been disgraced,;
therefore | have set my face like flint,
and | know that I shall not be put to shame;
8 he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
Oa It is the Lord God who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?

Psalm 31:9-16

SHave mercy on me, O LORD, for | am in trouble; my eye is consumed with
sorrow, and also my throat and my belly.
YFor my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; my strength
fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed.
11 am the scorn of my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to my
acquaintances; when they see me in the street they avoid me.
12| ike the dead I am forgotten, out of mind; I am as useless as a broken pot.
13For | have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around;
they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life.
14But as for me, | have trusted in you, O LORD.
| have said, “You are my God.
1SMy times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from
those who persecute me.
18]_et your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love.”



Reading Philippians 2:5-11
5L_et the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,®who, though he was in
the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited,’but
emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And
being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point
of death even death on a cross.
STherefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above
every name,'%o that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,'!and every tongue should confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

L: Holy wisdom, holy word... C: Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation “Return to God” ELW p. 142
Gospel Matthew 27:11-54

In fulfillment of scripture and obedience to God’s will, Jesus goes to the cross
so that a new covenant in his blood may bring forgiveness of sins. Even the
soldiers who crucify him recognize him to be the Son of God.

Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are you
the King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” *?But when he was accused by
the chief priests and elders, he did not answer. **Then Pilate said to him, “Do you
not hear how many accusations they make against you?” **But he gave him no
answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.
>Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the
crowd, anyone whom they wanted. ‘°At that time they had a notorious prisoner,
called Jesus Barabbas. ’So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom
do you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the
Messiah?” 8For he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him
over. *®While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him,
“Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today | have suffered a great
deal because of a dream about him.” “?Now the chief priests and the elders
persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. ?*The
governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for
you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” ?’Pilate said to them, “Then what should I do
with Jesus who is called the Messiah?”” All of them said, “Let him be
crucified!” *Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all
the more, “Let him be crucified!”



?4So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was
beginning, he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying,
“I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 2>Then the people as a
whole answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” ?°So he released
Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.

2'Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s
headquarters, and they gathered the whole cohort around him. ?*They stripped
him and put a scarlet robe on him, ?°and after twisting some thorns into a crown,
they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him
and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” *“They spat on him, and took
the reed and struck him on the head. 3'After mocking him, they stripped him of
the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.

%2As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they
compelled this man to carry his cross. **And when they came to a place called
Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), **they offered him wine to drink,
mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. **And when they
had crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by casting
lots; *°then they sat down there and kept watch over him. *’Over his head they
put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.”

%Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his
left. **Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads “°and saying, “You
who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are
the Son of God, come down from the cross.” **In the same way the chief priests
also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, “*“He saved
others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down from
the cross now, and we will believe in him. “*He trusts in God; let God deliver
him now, if he wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.” ” **The bandits who were
crucified with him also taunted him in the same way.

“>From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the
afternoon. “°And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli,
lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken
me?” “"When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for
Elijah.” “®At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put
it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. “°But the others said, “Wait, let us see
whether Elijah will come to save him.”

*“Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. >*At that
moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth
shook, and the rocks were split.



°2The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen
asleep were raised. **After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and
entered the holy city and appeared to many. **Now when the centurion and those
with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took
place, they were terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!”

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C. Thanks be to God!

Sermon Pastor Paul Anderson
Sermon Song  “l Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” ELW #3815
Nicene Creed ELW p. 104

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all
things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On
the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped
and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen

The Prayers of the Church AM
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may
be adapted or used as appropriate.

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all
of creation.

A brief silence.

Save your church, O God. Enable us to boldly confess in every time and place

that Jesus Christ is Lord. With the humility of a servant, equip congregations,
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synods, and other ministry settings to proclaim your extravagant love for all.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Save your creation, O God. Every living being you have made has purpose. Give
us renewed appreciation of farm animals who labor in the fields, service animals
who accompany their human companions, and beloved pets who live alongside
us. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Save the peoples of the earth, O God. Restore dignity to those who are scorned
and persecuted for their religious beliefs or political activism, and deliver them
from the hand of their enemies. Bring peace to places where conflict runs deep
(especially). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Save those who cry to you in any need, O God. Watch over all who are
incarcerated or awaiting trial, and stand with those who are unjustly accused. Be
present with those feeling isolated, lonely, or fearful (especially). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Save us in your love, O God. Guide the work of church musicians, pastors,
choirs, readers, deacons, technicians, acolytes, and all who assist in worship.
Sustain them in their leadership as they accompany congregations through this
Holy Week. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Save us at the last, O God. We give you thanks for your saints of old who
embodied your servant love. As you came to their aid, so deliver us in times of
trial, that every knee would bend in praise to you. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your
promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen

The Offering “Let the Vineyards be Fruitful” ELW#182

Offering Prayer

A: God of good gifts,

C: receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful service
for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal
as you pour out your very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of
eternal life. Amen



The Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness LBW

P:
All:
P:

All:
P:

All:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,

Amen

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (Silence for reflection and self-
examination.) Most merciful God,

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name. Amen

(The leader now proclaims you fully forgiven in Jesus’ name.)

MEAL

Dear members and friends of Faith: as you trust the God you see in Jesus, please
be welcome to share his meal. Christ offers here and now his body and blood, his
death and resurrection, as a demonstration that God “loves you to death’ and is
present to, in, and through you now and forever. If you are not yet baptized, we
invite you to speak to the pastor about receiving the touch of God’s love and
leadership through the water and word of baptism as well.

GRAPE JUICE is light colored; wine is red.

Regular or gluten-free wafers by request.

Words of Institution
The Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13 & Luke 11:2-4

All:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; andlead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
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Distribution “Ah, Holy Jesus” ELW#349
“Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” ELW#770
“We Are an Offering” ELW#692

Table Blessing
P: May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.

Post Communion Prayer

P: Embodied God,

All: at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus.
With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise,
empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors

and touch the world with your love. Amen

Benediction

P: God, the giver of love,

++ Christ, the resurrection and the life,
and the Holy Spirit of rebirth

bless you in this Lenten journey.

C: Amen
Announcements
SENDING
Sending Song “Were You There?” ELW #353
Dismissal AM

A: Go in peace. Remember the cross. C: Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Coffee & Goodies are provided so we can enjoy conversation Q%
and a bite after worship. If you would like to host and/or donate @E/%
for this, please sign-up.



Our liturgy is from Sundays and Seasons, copyright ©Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#44168.

Thanks to our Worship Assistants!

Easter Eats!!!
Plan to attend Easter Brunch between services at 9:15 next
Sunday.
Proceeds to benefit FLC College Scholarship Fund

Holy Week Worship and More
Thursday, April 6: Maundy Thursday, 7pm Worship
Friday, April 7: Good Friday, 7pm Worship
Saturday, April 8: Holy Saturday

EASTER Sunday, April 9
Easter Worship, 8 & 10:30am
Breakfast 9:15am

Sunday, April 16: Bible Camp Sunday

Hey kids!

Join us for the procession of palms on Palm Sunday, April 2. Meet before worship
at 9:15 in the church lobby.

And don't forget to bring your Easter Basket! We have been invited to an Easter
Egg Hunt at Sapphire Lutheran Homes after worship.
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