
Nov 28th, 2021 
 

ELW Setting 3   
1st Sunday in Advent  

We welcome you with open  
arms and open hearts 

 

Faith Lutheran Church is a Christ-

centered, Bible-reading, welcoming 

spiritual home for seekers, believers, and 

everybody between. We’re a family of God “because God first loved 

us.”(1 John 4:19) Because you’re here, you’re part of the family—

welcome Young children are welcome in the service. If you are new to 

Faith we would like to be in touch with you.  Please share your contact 

information with the church office, 406-363-2964,  

Welcome to Faith and thank you for coming! 

_________________________________________________ 
 

 
God Gathers the Body of Christ 

 

 

Prelude  Susan Peterson  

Accompanist 

Call to Worship   

 

Welcome 

Am: The Lord be with you. 

All:   And also with you! 
  (AM: Any prayer requests? Please notify the church office to submit names of      

those you wish to be included in the prayers. No formal offering will be taken today. 

Please leave in the offering plate on the table in the narthex.) 
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Advent Wreath Litany and Lighting: Advent 1 

Troy and Kerri Hanson and Family  

Litany 

Lighting 1st candle  

 

Advent Litany Prayer 

 

All: We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown 

that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. 

As we light the first candle on this wreath, 

rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord 

when he comes with all the saints and angels. 

Enlighten us with your grace, 

and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy. 

Grant this through Christ our Lord, 

whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. 

Amen. 

 

Candle Hymn                Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah.                                                                

ELW# 240 V. 1 

 

Gathering/ Confession & Absolution:   

 

PM: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
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and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

All:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

             Amen. 

PM:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

   (The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.) 

 

ALL: Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and 

cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 

lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 

ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

  Amen. 

PM:  God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in 

sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have 

been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 

that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

  Amen. 

 

 

Gathering Hymn         “Rejoice, rejoice, believers”                 ELW #244 
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 1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers, 

 and let your lights appear; 

 the evening is advancing, 

 and darker night is near. 

 The bridegroom is arising 

 and soon is drawing nigh. 

 Up, pray and watch and wrestle; 

 at midnight comes the cry. 

 

2 The watchers on the mountain 

 proclaim the bridegroom near; 

 go forth as he approaches 

 with alleluias clear. 

 The marriage feast is waiting; 

 the gates wide open stand. 

 Arise, O heirs of glory; 

 the bridegroom is at hand. 

 

3 The saints, who here in patience 

 their cross and suff'rings bore, 

 shall live and reign forever 

 when sorrow is no more. 

 Around the throne of glory 

 the Lamb they shall behold; 

 in triumph cast before him 

 their diadems of gold. 
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4 Our hope and expectation, 

 O Jesus, now appear; 

 arise, O Sun so longed for, 

 o'er this benighted sphere. 

 With hearts and hands uplifted, 

 we plead, O Lord, to see 

 the day of earth's redemption 

 that sets your people free! 

 

Greeting  ELW P.138 

 

PM:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the unity  

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All:  And also with you! 

 

Kyrie 

 AM: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 

 AM: For the peace from above, 

 and for our salvation, 

 let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

  

AM: For the peace of the whole world, 

 for the well-being of the Church of God, 

 and for the unity of all, 

 let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 
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AM: For this holy house, 

 and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

 let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

  

 AM: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                                  ELW# 139 

 
PM:   Glory to God in the highest, 

     and peace to God’s people on earth. 

  

ALL:  Lord God, heavenly King, 

  almighty God and Father, 

  we worship you, 

  we give you thanks, 

  we praise you for your glory. 

  Lord Jesus Christ, 

  only Son of the Father, 

  Lord God, Lamb of God, 

  you take away the sin of the world: 

  have mercy on us; 

  you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

  receive our prayer. 

  For you alone are the Holy One, 

  you alone are the Lord, 

  you alone are the Most High, 

  Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

  in the glory of God the Father.  

  Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day   

AM:   Let us pray. 

ALL: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful 

protection alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem 

us for your life of justice, for you live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

(A brief silence is kept before the prayer. The assembly is seated.) 

 (AM: Please be seated for the readings) 
 

God Speaks to Us in The Word 
 
 

First Reading:                                Jeremiah 33:14-16 

Lector:  A reading from Jeremiah: 

 In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with being faithful in relationship. 

God acts righteously both in punishing Israel for its sin and in having mercy. In today’s 

reading, Jerusalem’s future name—“The Lord is our righteousness”—proclaims that God is 

even now working salvation for Israel.  

 
  14The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made 

to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will 

cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and 

righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will 

live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our 

righteousness.”  
 

 

Psalm 25:1-10 

 

(Lector: give directions for congregation’s response) 
 

Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 

  

   1To you, O Lord, 

  I lift up my soul. 

 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 

  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
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 3Let none who look to you be put to shame; 

  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 

 4Show me your ways, O Lord, 

  and teach me your paths.  

 5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 

  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 

 6Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, 

  for they are from everlasting.  

 7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 

  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your 

 goodness, O Lord. 

 8You are gracious and up right, O Lord; 

  therefore you teach sinners in your way. 

 9You lead the lowly in justice 

  and teach the lowly your way. 

 10All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness 

  to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies. R 

 
 Second Reading  1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

 Lector:  A reading from  Thessalonians  

  
Upon Timothy’s report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is exuberant 

with gratitude for them. In this passage from his letter, Paul voices overflowing 

thanks, joy, and blessings for the people of this growing church. 

 

9How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before 

our God because of you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see 

you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 

  11Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to 

you. 12And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and 

for all, just as we abound in love for you. 13And may he so strengthen your hearts in 

holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our 

Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
 

L:  The word of the Lord.…            C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Kids’ Talk  Pastor Paul  
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Gospel Acclamation             “Alleluia”                           ELW p. 142  

 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

Gospel                                                                           Luke 21:25-36   

PM: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke: 

 All:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment 

abound. On that great day there will be dismay, perplexity, confusion, and terror, 

but God’s people shall be given strength to stand boldly and receive God’s 

promised redemption. 

 

[Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the 

earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 
26People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for 

the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the Son of Man 

coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to 

take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing 

near.” 
  29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon as 

they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already 

near. 31So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom 

of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things 

have taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 

away. 

  34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 

drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you 

unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the 

whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape 

all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
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 L: The Gospel of the Lord.         C: Praise to you, O Christ!  
 

 

Sermon                Pastor Paul   
 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY      “ O Come, O Come, Emmanuel!”  ELW #257        

     
 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

 and ransom captive Israel, 

 that mourns in lonely exile here 

 until the Son of God appear. 

 

Refrain 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

 shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

2 O come, O Wisdom from on high, 

 embracing all things far and nigh: 

 in strength and beauty come and stay; 

 teach us your will and guide our way.  Refrain 

 

 

5 O come, O Key of David, come, 

 and open wide our heav'nly home; 

 make safe the way that leads on high, 

 and close the path to misery.  Refrain 

 

 

7 O come, O King of nations, come, 

 O Cornerstone that binds in one: 

 refresh the hearts that long for you; 

 restore the broken, make us new.  Refrain 
 

 

 

 

 



11 
 

Am: Let us confess Our faith with the words of the The Nicene Creed. 

  

All:   The Nicene Creed 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 

from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was         

incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly     

human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 

his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who       

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 

Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 

the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

The Prayers of the Church                                                            

  
(Assisting minister invites the assembly into prayer with these or similar words). 

 

AM: In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and  

places that yearn for God’s presence. 
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(A brief silence.) 

 

God of presence and peace, strengthen your church around the globe to  

proclaim the message of your love coming to the world. Open our hearts  

to recognize your face in all people and in all of creation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of mighty redwoods and microscopic plants, fields and city parks, the  

wind and the waves, be a healing balm to our wounded planet. May we  

nurture what you have lovingly created. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of equity and compassion, bring righteousness and goodness to all  

peoples of the earth. Give a heart of discernment and integrity to leaders in  

our communities (local, state, and national government officials may be  

named). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of comfort and care, be present with those who watch and wait. Come  

to all who await births, deaths, divorces, new unions, new jobs,  

retirements, healing, and life transitions of every kind (especially). Hear  

us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of promises kept and new dreams awakened, shelter your people from  

destructive storms. We pray for those whose lives have been upended by  

natural disasters (especially), for the work of Lutheran Disaster Response,  

Lutheran World Relief, and other relief organizations.  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

God of companionship and community, we give you thanks for the saints  
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who journeyed with us and now abide in you. Even in distress and  

uncertainty, make us confident that your promises endure forever. Hear us,  

O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. 

Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 

Amen.  

 

Pass the Peace 

PM:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 

ALL: And also with you. 

    

Take a moment to pass the peace with those around you, 

and send a message of peace to those listening and watching with you. 
 

 

Jesus Comes to Us in His Supper 
 

 Dear members and friends of Faith: as you trust the God you see in Jesus, please be 

 welcome to share his meal. Christ offers here and now his body and blood, his death and     

     resurrection, as a demonstration that God “loves you to death” and is present to, in, and    

    through you now and forever. Communion will be served in individual portions 

 

MEAL 

 

Offering                                                                                     ELW# 182:                                                 

 

  

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,  

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.  

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,  

that we may be fed with the bread of life. 

Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; 

unite them with the prayers we offer. 

Grace our table with your presence, 
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and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 

Offering Prayer 

AM:  Let us pray, 

All:   God of our waiting and watching, 

we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 

to the service of all your people. 

Prepare the way before us 

as we meet you in this simple meal, 

through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

Great Thanksgiving                                                            ELW p 144 
 

(The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.) 

 

PM:    The Lord be with you. 

ALL: And also with you. 

  

PM:    Lift up your hearts. 

ALL: We lift them to the Lord. 

  

PM:    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

ALL:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

PREFACE 

PM: 

 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

 that we should at all times and in all places 

 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

 through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

 You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

 through whom you will also make all things new 
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 in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

ALL:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

   God of pow’r and might, 

   heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

   Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

   Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

   Hosanna in the highest. 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

PM: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

 Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

 Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

 Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

 Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

 Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

 Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

 the Word made flesh. 

  

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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 Pm: Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

  

ALL: Christ has died. 

   Christ is risen. 

   Christ will come again. 

  

  PM: With this bread and cup 

   we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

   full of grace and truth. 

   We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

   We look with hope for his coming. 

   Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

  PM: Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

   Come among us. 

   Bless this meal. 

   May your Word take flesh in us. 

   Awaken your people. 

   Fill us with your light. 

   Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

   Come, Holy Spirit. 

  

   PM: All praise and glory are yours, 

   Holy One of Israel, 

   Word of God incarnate, 

   Power of the Most High, 

   one God, now and forever. 

  Amen. 
 

Lord's Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13 & Luke 11:2-4 
 

   PM: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught  

     us. 

   All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
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thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

 

Invitation to the Meal   

      

PM: Come, taste, and see that the Lord is good.  

 

Distribution 

 

PM: The body of Christ, given for you. 

  The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

  Amen. 

 

Blessing/Prayers 

 

PM: And now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior,  

keep you in His grace. 

 

AM: Let Us Pray  

 

ALL: God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of 

that day when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth 

to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your 

name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

  

 

Announcements  
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Benediction 
 

      

PM:  A Hopeful Benediction 

Be people of hope. 

Let hope live in your heart and share the hope of Christ with all you meet. 

Share hope by noticing someone else’s humanity. 

Share hope by listening to someone’s story. 

Share hope by praying for our world. 

In this Advent season, we need to see, feel, and share hope. 

As you go out into the wonder of God’s creations, share hope with those 

you meet. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Sending Song                                                   “My Lord, What a Morning”  

    ELW #438 

                                                                                               
 

Refrain 

 My Lord, what a morning; 

 my Lord, what a morning; 

 oh, my Lord, what a morning, 

 when the stars begin to fall. 

 

 

1 You will hear the trumpet sound, 

 to wake the nations underground, 

 looking to my God's right hand, 
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 when the stars begin to fall.  Refrain 

 

2 You will hear the sinner cry, 

 to wake the nations underground, 

 looking to my God's right hand, 

 when the stars begin to fall.  Refrain 

 

3 You will hear the Christian shout, 

 to wake the nations underground, 

 looking to my God's right hand, 

 when the stars begin to fall.  Refrain. 

         
        God Sends Us into The World 
 
 

 

Dismissal  
 

  AM : Go in peace. Share the good news. 

  All: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

 

Postlude   
From Sundays and Seasons, copyright © Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #44168 

Livestream, CCLI License 614466 

 

 

One License 
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Pray for our Members and Friends…     

   

Please call or email us with your prayer requests. 

 

Prayers for safety and healing: Carl Russ, Jane Mason, Micha, 
Karla West, Kenny Senn, Nancy Osborne, 

Prayers for comfort: Family and Friends of Lynda Brady and Jim 

Shipman. Carl and Sandy Russ.  
 

Discovery:   

Beehive:   Yvonne Olson, Chuck Olson 

Valley View: Ruth Dillon 

Remington:  Kathleen Gazzara  

Sapphire:  Bertie Senn 

Incarcerated: George Davis  

 

 

 

Thanks to our Worship Assistants!  

Today                                  Nov 28th                                       Dec 5th  

Accompanist                Susan Peterson                         Amber Richardson                                  

Call To Worship                                                                     

Ushers                                                    

Lector                           Rick Brown                                 Jane Mason           

Assisting Minister                           

Projection                                                 

Video                                                                                                                            . 
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