
August 29, 2021 
 

14th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Bread of Life/Service of the Word 
Summer Worship  

 
We welcome you with open  

arms and open hearts 
 

 Faith Lutheran Church is a Christ-centered, Bible-reading, welcoming 

spiritual home for seekers, believers, and everybody between. We’re a 

family of God “because God first loved us.”(1 John 4:19) Because you’re 

here, you’re part of the family—welcome Young children are welcome in 

the service. If you are new to Faith we would like to be in touch with you.  

Please share your contact information with the church office, 406-363-

2964, or office@faithlutheranhamilton.org.  

Welcome to Faith and thank you for coming! 

_________________________________________________ 
 

God Gathers the Body of Christ 
 

 

Prelude  Susan Peterson, Accompanist 

Call to Worship Pastor Paul Anderson  

Welcome 

Am: The Lord be with you. 

All:   And also with you! 
  (AM: Any prayer requests? Please notify the church office to submit names of      

those you wish to be included in the prayers. No formal offering will be taken today. 

Please leave in the offering plate on the table in the narthex.) 

  

(AM: Please stand as you are able for our gathering hymn) move to left 

margin 

 

Gathering Hymn         “Gather Us in ” ELW #532 



2 
 

 

 

Greeting 

PM:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the unity  

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All:  And also with you! 

PM:  You are the treasured people of the LORD, 

All:  A people holy to the LORD our God. 
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PM:  Keep the words of the LORD in your heart; teach them to your  

children. 

All:  Talk about them when you are at home and when you are  

away, when you lie down and when you rise. 

PM:   One does not live by bread alone, 

All:   But by every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD. 

 
 

Prayer of the Day   

AM:   Let us pray. 

All:  O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward 

creatures. Protect us from all dangers that attack us from the outside, 

and cleanse us from all evil that arises from within ourselves, that we 

may be preserved through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen. (AM: Please be seated for the readings)  
 

God Speaks to Us in The Word 
 

First Reading:                  Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9

 Lector:  A reading from Deuteronomy, the 4th Chapter;  
 

 The Israelites believed the law was a divine gift that provided guidelines for living out the 

covenant. Moses commands the people to obey the law and to neither add to nor subtract from 

it. The Israelites are also to teach the law to their children and their children’s children. 

 
1So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching you to 

observe, so that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the Lord, the God of 

your ancestors, is giving you. 2You must neither add anything to what I command 

you nor take away anything from it, but keep the commandments of the Lord your 

God with which I am charging you. 

  6You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and 

discernment to the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, “Surely 

this great nation is a wise and discerning people!” 7For what other great nation has a 

god so near to it as the Lord our God is whenever we call to him? 8And what other 

great nation has statutes and ordinances as just as this entire law that I am setting 

before you today? 
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  9But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things 

that your eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of your 

life; make them known to your children and your children’s children. 

 

Psalm 15 

(Lector: give directions for congregation’s response) 
 

1Lord, who may dwell in your  tabernacle? 

  Who may abide upon your holy hill? 

 2Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, 

  who speak the truth from their heart; 

 3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; 

  they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor. 

 4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who 

fear the Lord.They have sworn upon their health and do not take 

back their word. 

 5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes  

 against the innocent. Those who do these things shall never be 

overthrown.  

 

Second Reading  James 1:17-27 
 

 Lector:  A reading from James , the 1st Chapter: 
 

 The letter of James was intended to provide first-century Christians with 

instruction in godly behavior. Here Christians are encouraged to listen carefully 

and to act on what they hear, especially by caring for those least able to care for 

themselves. 
17Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down 

from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 
18In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we 

would become a kind of first fruits of his creatures. 

 19You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to 

speak, slow to anger; 20for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. 
21Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and 

welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the power to save your souls. 

  22But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. 
23For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at 
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themselves in a mirror; 24for they look at themselves and, on going away, 

immediately forget what they were like. 25But those who look into the perfect law, 

the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who act—

they will be blessed in their doing. 26If any think they are religious, and do not 

bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, their religion is worthless. 27Religion 

that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and 

widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 
  

 L:  Holy wisdom, holy word…           C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Kids’ Talk  Deb Cathy  

 
 

Gospel Acclamation     “Alleluia Alleluia”  W&P #6 V.1 

 

Alleluia Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia; 

Alleluia Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia; 
 

Gospel                                                              Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

   PM: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark: 

 All:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 Mark’s gospel depicts Jesus as challenging traditional ways in which 

religious people determine what is pure or impure. For Jesus, the observance of 

religious practices cannot become a substitute for godly words or deeds that spring 

from a faithful heart. 
1Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem 

gathered around [Jesus], 2they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with 

defiled hands, that is, without washing them. 3(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, 

do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of 

the elders; 4and they do not eat anything from the market unless they wash it; and 

there are also many other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, 

and bronze kettles.) 5So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your 

disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled 

hands?” 6He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is 

written,‘This people honors me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me; 
7in vain do they worship me, teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 
8You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” 14Then he 

called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and understand: 
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15there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that 

come out are what defile.”  21For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil 

intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, 22adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, 

licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. 23All these evil things come from within, 

and they defile a person.” 

  

L: The Gospel of the Lord.         C: Praise to you, O Christ!  
 

Sermon                Pastor Paul Anderson 
 

 

Sermon Song  “ Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil” ELW #512 
 

(Permission Required) 

 

Response to the Word (Creed)                           WOV p. 79
  

 AM:  In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your  

salvation. 

 All:  We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the  

promised Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 1:13-14) 

 AM:  Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith:  

All:   I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and   

 earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,    

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,   

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

 buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 

 again.  He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of 

 the Father, and he will come again to judge the living and the 

 dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

 communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

 the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

Confession 
 

PM:  Build yourselves up on your most holy faith;                  Jude 20 

All:  Pray in the Holy Spirit.   
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PM:  Keep yourselves in the love of God;  Jude 21 

All:  Look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

PM:  If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 2 Cor. 5:17 

All:  Everything old has passed away; behold everything has  

become new! 

PM:  God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. 

All:  Therefore, let us be reconciled to God and to one another. 

PM:  Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
 

    (silence is kept for confession and reflection) 

 PM:  Most gracious God,  

 All:   have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins,  

known and unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us  

by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of  

life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus  

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 PM:  The almighty and merciful God grants you pardon, forgiveness,  

and release from all your sins.  

 All:   Amen 
 

(AM: Please be seated for the prayers) 
 

The Prayers of the Church    

 

 Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray  

  for our shared word 

“Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God ”                                   WOV #783                             

                                                                                                V1. &V.2 
 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God and its righteousness  

And all these things shall be added unto to you   Allelu, Alleluia! 

                                               
               

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the 

world, and all in need. 

 



8 
 

A brief silence. 

 

We pray for the church, that it is a safe haven for all who seek your 

presence. Fill it with pastors, deacons, and leaders who echo your 

expansive and generous welcome. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

We pray for the whole of creation, that plants and animals have the habitat 

and resources to thrive and flourish. Inspire us to protect threatened 

habitats and ensure a sustainable future for generations to come. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

We pray for individuals in positions of authority (national and local 

leaders may be named). Raise up wise and discerning leaders in federal, 

state, and local governments and guide them to seek the benefit of every 

person. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

We pray for all who are in need. Support and encourage those who are 

unemployed, underemployed, or experiencing poverty. Bring food, shelter, 

clothes, and stability for daily life. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

We pray for this congregation, especially those beginning a new school 

year (students, teachers, or others may be named here). Empower teachers 

and school administrators. Guide students in their learning and 

development. Accompany parents, foster parents, and caregivers who 

provide encouragement and love. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

We give thanks for the faithful departed who showed us how to honor God 

with our heart. Inspire us by their example and renew our faith, trusting 

that we will be united with them in glory. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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Ask and it shall be given unto you; seek and you shall find;  

Knock and the door shall be opened unto you  Allelu, Alleluia!                                 

  

All: Amen. 

 

Pass the Peace 

PM:  The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

 All:  And also with you.    

Take a moment to pass the peace with those around you, 

and send a message of peace to those listening and watching with you. 
 

 

Jesus Comes to Us in His Supper 
 

 Dear members and friends of Faith: as you trust the God you see in Jesus, please be 

 welcome to share his meal. Christ offers here and now his body and blood, his death and     

     resurrection, as a demonstration that God “loves you to death” and is present to, in, and    

    through you now and forever. Communion will be served in individual portions 
 

 

Offering “For The Fruit of All Creation ”    ELW #679 v.1 

  

 For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God. 

For these gifts to every nation, thanks be to God. 

For the plowing, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping, 

future needs in earth's safekeeping, thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

Offering Prayer 

AM:  Let us pray, 

All:   Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self,  

         and called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been   

         sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be  

         what we have received here, your body for the life of the  
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         world. Amen 

 
 

Words of Institution  1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

PM:     Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection,  

and ascension, we await his coming in glory. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, 

that by this Holy Communion we may know 

the unity we share with all your people 

in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through him, with him, in him,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father,  

now and forever. 

All:    Amen 
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Lord's Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13 & Luke 11:2-4 
 

   PM: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

   All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

        thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in  

     heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  

        our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against  

        us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from   

        evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the   

        glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

Prayers for Healing  
 

PM:  Our Lord Jesus healed many as a sign of the reign of God come near 

and sent the disciples to continue this work of healing-with prayer, the 

laying on of hands, and anointing.  In the name of Christ, the great healer 

and reconciler of the world, we now entrust to God all who are in need of 

healing. 
 

PM:  Let us pray…. 

 

All:  Living God, through the laying on of hands and anointing,  

grant comfort to all who are in need of healing.  

When they are afraid, give them courage; 

When they are afflicted, give them patience; 

When they are dejected, give them hope; and 

When they are alone, give them assurance. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

Invitation to the Meal   

      

 PM: Jesus Christ is the host of this meal, and he invites you to       

              share a meal with him–an act of   friendship, hospitality,     

              and a glimpse of the feast that is to come.  

              Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! 
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Lamb of God                                                                           ELW #195 

 

 

 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  

grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 

Distribution 

 

Blessing  

      PM:  The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and   

        journeys with us, + be upon you now and forever. 

     All:  Amen 
 

 

Post Communion Prayer           

      AM: Jesus, Bread of Life, 

       All: we have received from your table more than we could  

        ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now  

        strengthen us to love the world with your own life.  

        In your name we pray. Amen 
 

Benediction 
 

       

PM:   

      May God the Father prepare your journey, 

      Jesus the Son guide your footsteps, 

      the spirit of Life strengthen your body, 
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      and the Three in One watch over you,  

      on every road that you may follow. 

 

 

Announcements  
 

 

Sending Song “For the Beauty of  the Earth ” ELW #879 

 

 
  

 

God Sends Us into The World 
 

 

Dismissal  
 

 AM:  Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude   
From Sundays and Seasons, copyright © Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #44168 
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Livestream, CCLI License 614466 

 

One License 

 

Pray for our Members and Friends…     

Please call or email us with your prayer requests. 

 

Prayers for safety and healing: Cheryl. Charlene Riggle,  Mary 
Schmidt, Mary Ann, Myrtle Irene Cosner, Steve Forseth, Tom 
Dolan, Tom Martin, Karla West, Wes and Andy, Rod Snook, 
Bertie Senn, Geri Grymes 

 

Prayers for comfort: George O’ Connell family, Family and friends of Mary 

McKillop, Mary Wood and family 

Discovery:   

Beehive:  Yvonne Olson 

Valley View: Ruth Dillon 

Remington:  Chuck Olson, Kathleen Gazzara  

Sapphire:  Bertie Senn 

Incarcerated: George Davis  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to our Worship Assistants!  

                                Today Aug 29th                                                              Sept 5th                             

Accompanist                                  Susan Peterson                         Colleen Southwick 

                                                        Tom Anderson                               Tom Anderson   
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Call To Worship                                 Pastor Paul                                  

Ushers                                        Sandy Russ                                    Sandy Russ 

Lectors                                                Deb Cathey                                     Gina Opitz 

Assisting Minister                                 Carl Russ                                    Rick Brown 

Projection                                        Will Heitman                      Scott Southwick 

Video                                            Tommy Denney                              

 

 

 

 

 

 AUGUST 29, 2021  

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  

Maintaining the heart of our Christian faith.  

DAILY BIBLE READINGS  
  

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.  

Sunday  Mark 7:1-23  Authentic faith  

Monday  Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9  God commands obedience  

Tuesday  James 1:17-27  Hearing and doing the word  

Wednesday  2 Timothy 3:6-16  A good minister of Jesus Christ  

Thursday  Galatians 5:22-26  The fruit of the Spirit  

Friday  Romans 1:8-15  Prayer for thanksgiving  

Saturday  Psalm 15  Who shall abide with God?  

Sunday  Mark 7:24-37  Jesus heals the Gentiles  

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK  
  

Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their 

distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. James 1:27 (NRSV)  

PRAYERS AND BLESSING  
  

A Prayer for the Week:  
Dear God, help us to act in ways that show your love for us and our love for you and all people through Christ 
our Lord. Amen.  
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Mealtime Prayer:  
Loving God, we thank you for this food and pray that all may have food to eat, a roof over their heads, and 
security for their daily lives. Amen.   
  

A Blessing to Give:  
May God’s justice and mercy set you free to love and serve others through Christ Jesus our Lord.  

  

AUGUST 29, 2021  

HYMN OF THE WEEK   
Great Is Thy Faithfulness  

  

WEEKLY MILESTONES CARING CONVERSATIONS  
Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.  

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:  
• Think or talk about a time when you or someone you know said you would do one thing but then did the 

total opposite.  

• How do you feel about someone who tells you something about themselves that is not true?  

• What does it mean to you that Peter said that Jesus is the Holy One of God?  

DEVOTIONS  
Read:  Mark 7:1-23.  
We may be more like the Pharisees and scribes than we would like to admit. They wanted to protect God’s 
teachings and honor God’s word with their whole life. They set up all kinds of pious actions like hand washing 
to represent this singular attention. Jesus called them  hypocrites for some of these practices. In the process of 
valuing and protecting God’s  importance in our lives, it is possible for us to miss the heart of it all. The Book of 
James  reminds us to keep it simple: care for those in need and keep oneself “unstained by the world” (James 
1:27). Even our best efforts at keeping pure will fall short. Jesus reminds us all of our hypocrisy that needs 
cleansing and forgiveness. The heart of the Christian faith is Christ’s grace that places us all in the same need 
of forgiveness. That, in turn, sets us free to care for others instead of condemning them. In your heart of 

hearts, what is something that you do that is inconsistent with what you think is right or best?  
Pray:  Almighty God, help us to repent of anything that turns our hearts from loving you and caring 
for our neighbor. In Christ Jesus we pray, amen.  

SERVICE  
James tells us to be doers of God’s word. In Jesus’ time that included caring for orphans and widows. Who are 
the people that need your help today?  School has either started or will start soon. Be aware of those who feel 
alone and may need a friend. How can you be a doer and not just a hearer of God’s word?  

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS  
Sometimes our doing gets in the way of our being. We can miss the joy of daily life while  working to save up 
time and money to enjoy life. It is true of our faith life as well. We can  faithfully attend Christian worship and 
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forget to daily pay attention to Christ’s love that sets us free. Take time this week to sit in silence and imagine 
your loving Savior standing in front of you. End by praying: Thank you, God, for _________.  

In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an  effective faith 

formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org  

 


