June 27, 2021

S5th Sunday after Pentecost

F“A\ IT l—— Bread of Life/Service of the Word

Summer Worship
LUTHERAN

CHURCH We welcome you with open
A family of God built on love. arms 3Hd OPCH ]1631‘1’8

Faith Lutheran Church is a Christ-centered, Bible-reading, welcoming
spiritual home for seekers, believers, and everybody between. We’re a
family of God “because God first loved us.”(1 John 4:19) Because
you’re here, you’re part of the family—welcome Young children are
welcome in the service. If you are new to Faith we would like to be in
touch with you. Please share your contact information with the church
office, 406-363-2964, or office@faithlutheranhamilton.org.

Welcome to Faith and thank you for coming!

God Gathers the Body of Christ

Prelude Amber Richardson, Accompanist
Call to Worship Deidra Markette
Welcome

AM: The Lord be with you all.

All:  And also with you!
(AM: Any prayer requests? Please notify the church office to submit names of
those you wish to be included in the prayers. No formal offering will be taken
today. Please leave in the offering plate on the table in the narthex.)

(AM: Please stand as you are able for our gathering hymn)

Gathering Hymn “All Are Welcome” ELW #641



All Are Welcome

0 . . e
A i h—d o . i — —
@ — ‘. . . [ 1 . e ® "]
S e ¥ L
1 Let us build a house where love can dwell and all  can safe - ly
2 Let us build a house where proph-ets speak, and words are strong and
3 Let us build a house where love is found in wa - ter, wine and
4 Let us build a house where hands will reach be - yond the wood and
5 Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and vi - sions
Q — 1 = ~ I ] ] — I —
G e
v, ] ] — -
live, a place  where saints and chil - dren tell how
true, where  all God’s chil - dren dare to seek to
wheat: a ban - quet hall on ho - ly ground where
stone to heal and strength - en, serve  and  teach, and
heard and loved and trea - sured, taught and claimed as
2 T | — :
e o A | S A
v : f : |
hearts learn  to for - give. Built of hopes and dreams and
dream God’s reign a - new. Here the cross shall stand as
peace and jus - tice meet. Here the love of God, through
live the  Word they've known. Here the out - cast and  the
words with - in  the Word. Built of tears and cries and
N . .
b — I —— | K . . :
T —
J —*—+ E -
vi - sions, rock of faith and wvault of grace; here the love of
wit - ness and as sym - bol of God’s grace; here as one we
Je - sus, is re - vealed in time and space; as we share in
strang -er bear the im - age of God’s face; let us bring an
laugh-ter, prayers of faith and songs of  grace, let this house pro-
0 Refrain
75— i ! i — : i —
e e ]
Christ shall end d - vi - sions:
claim the faith of Je - sus:
Christ the feast that frees us: All are wel - come,
end to fear and dan - ger:
claim from floor to raf - ter
i .
—— | — I I .
\ . e, ) :
O— 7 G & O [/
J f Y
all are wel-come, all are wel - come in this place.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: TWO OAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Greeting

PM: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
unity of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

All: And also with you!

PM: You are the treasured people of the LORD,

All: A people holy to the LORD our God.

PM: Keep the words of the LORD in your heart;
teach them to your children.

All: Talk about them when you are at home and when you are
away, when you lie down and when you rise.

PM: One does not live by bread alone,

All:  But by every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD.

Prayer of the Day

AM: Let us pray.

All: Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice
moves over the waters. Immerse us in the waters of your grace,
as we remember our baptisms, and transform us by your spirit.
Give us faith to reach out to you for healing, compassion, and
comfort. Help us to follow your son Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns in you and the holy spirit one
God now and forever. Amen

Baptism Zachary Hansen Fessler

Sponsors Ben and Alison Montgomery
Baptism Song “Borning Cry” ELW#732 Vv.1&2
1 "l was there to hear your borning cry,

I'll be there when you are old.
| rejoiced the day you were baptized
to see your life unfold.
| was there when you were but a child,
with a faith to suit you well;
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in a blaze of light you wandered off
to find where demons dwell."

2 "When you heard the wonder of the Word
| was there to cheer you on;
you were raised to praise the living Lord,
to whom you now belong.
If you find someone to share your time
and you join your hearts as one,
I'll be there to make your verses rhyme
from dusk till rising sun."

Baptismal liturgy
Profession of Faith
PM: Do you believe in God the father?
All: | believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven

and earth.

PM: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

All: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

PM: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

All: 1 believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

PM: | ask to you profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess
the faith of the church.

PM: The Lord be with you.



All: And also with you.
PM: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PM: Blessed are you , O God, maker and ruler of all things.........
.....one God, now and forever.
All: Amen

PM: Zachary Hansen Fessler, | baptize you in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen

All: You belong to Christ to whom you have been baptized. Alleluia!

PM: Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God,..... both now and forever.
All: Amen

PM: Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in heaven.

PM: Let us welcome the newly baptized, Zachary Hansen Fessler.

All: We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we
share: join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing
God’s creative and redeeming word to all the world.

Baptism Song “Borning Cry” ELW#732 Vv. 3&4

3  "Inthe middle ages of your life,
not too old, no longer young,
I'll be there to guide you through the night,
complete what I've begun.
When the evening gently closes in
and you shut your weary eyes,
I'll be there as | have always been,
with just one more surprise."



4 "l was there to hear your borning cry,
I'll be there when you are old.
| rejoiced the day you were baptized
to see your life unfold."

God Speaks to Us in The Word

First Reading: Lamentations 3:22-33
Lector: A reading from Lamentations, the 3" Chapter:

The book of Lamentations is one of our most important sources of information about the fall
of Jerusalem to the Babylonians in 587 BCE. Though the people admit that God’s judgment
was just, today’s reading declares a fervent trust that God will not leave them forever.
22The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases,
his mercies never come to an end,;
2they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.
24“The Lord is my portion,” says my soul,
“therefore I will hope in him.”
25The Lord is good to those who wait for him,
to the soul that seeks him.
281t is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord.
271t is good for one to bear the yoke in youth,
280 sit alone in silence when the Lord has imposed it,
2%to put one’s mouth to the dust (there may yet be hope),
%to give one’s cheek to the smiter, and be filled with insults.
31For the Lord will not reject forever.
32Although he causes grief, he will have compassion
according to the abundance of his steadfast love;
33for he does not willingly afflict or grieve anyone.

Psalm 30
(Lector: give directions for congregation’s response)

11 will exalt you, O Lord, because you have lifted me up
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and have not let my enemies triumph over me.
20 Lord my God, I cried out to you,
and you restored me to health.
3You brought me up, O Lord, from the dead:;
you restored my life as | was going down to the grave.
“Sing praise to the Lord, all you faithful;
give thanks in holy remembrance.
>God’s wrath is short; God’s favor lasts a lifetime.
Weeping spends the night, but joy comes in the morning.
®\While | felt secure, I said, “I shall never be disturbed.
"You, Lord, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains.”
Then you hid your face, and | was filled with fear.
8] cried to you, O Lord; | pleaded with my Lord, saying,
%“What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the pit?
Will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness?
YHear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me;
O Lord, be my helper.”
1Y ou have turned my wailing into dancing;
you have put off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy.
2Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing;
O Lord my God, I will give you thanks forever.

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 8:7-15
Lector: A reading from 2nd Corinthians, the 8" Chapter:

Paul encourages the Corinthians to honor their commitment to participate
in the collection his churches are organizing for the Christians in Jerusalem. He
presents Jesus as an example of selfless stewardship and reminds them that
Christians have received abundantly so that they can share abundantly.

"Now as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in
knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and in our love for you—so we want
you to excel also in this generous undertaking.

8 do not say this as a command, but | am testing the genuineness of

your love against the earnestness of others. °For you know the generous
7



act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes
he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich. **And in
this matter | am giving my advice: it is appropriate for you who began
last year not only to do something but even to desire to do something—
how finish doing it, so that your eagerness may be matched by
completing it according to your means. *2For if the eagerness is there,
the gift is acceptable according to what one has—not according to what
one does not have. I do not mean that there should be relief for others
and pressure on you, but it is a question of a fair balance between *your
present abundance and their need, so that their abundance may be for
your need, in order that there may be a fair balance. *°As it is written,

“The one who had much did not have too much,

and the one who had little did not have too little.”

L: Holy wisdom, holy word... C: Thanks be to God.
Kids’ Talk Pastor Paul Anderson

Gospel Acclamation  “Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks” WOV #671

Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord;
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his name. (sing twice)

Gospel Mark 5:21-43
PM: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark:

All: Glory to you, O Lord.

Jairus, a respected leader, begs Jesus to heal his daughter. A woman with a
hemorrhage was considered ritually unclean and treated as an outcast. Both
Jairus and the unnamed woman come to Jesus in faith, believing in his power to
heal and bring life out of death.

2lWhen Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great
crowd gathered around him; and he was by the sea. 2Then one of the
leaders of the synagogue named Jairus came and, when he saw him, fell
at his feet 2and begged him repeatedly, “My little daughter is at the
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point of death. Come and lay your hands on her, so that she may be
made well, and live.” 2*So he went with him. And a large crowd
followed him and pressed in on him. Now there was a woman who had
been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years. 2°She had endured
much under many physicians, and had spent all that she had; and she
was no better, but rather grew worse. 2’She had heard about Jesus, and
came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, 2®for she said,
“If I but touch his clothes, I will be made well.” ®Immediately her
hemorrhage stopped; and she felt in her body that she was healed of her
disease. *Immediately aware that power had gone forth from him, Jesus
turned about in the crowd and said, “Who touched my clothes?” 3tAnd
his disciples said to him, “You see the crowd pressing in on you; how
can you say, ‘Who touched me?” ” **He looked all around to see who
had done it. **But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came
in fear and trembling, fell down before him, and told him the whole
truth. **He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in
peace, and be healed of your disease.”

$While he was still speaking, some people came from the leader’s house
to say, “Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the teacher any further?”
$%But overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the leader of the
synagogue, “Do not fear, only believe.” *’"He allowed no one to follow
him except Peter, James, and John, the brother of James. **When they
came to the house of the leader of the synagogue, he saw a commotion,
people weeping and wailing loudly. **When he had entered, he said to
them, “Why do you make a commotion and weep? The child is not dead
but sleeping.” “°And they laughed at him. Then he put them all outside,
and took the child’s father and mother and those who were with him,
and went in where the child was. “*He took her by the hand and said to
her, “Talitha cum,” which means, “Little girl, get up!” *?’And
iImmediately the girl got up and began to walk about (she was twelve
years of age). At this they were overcome with amazement. “*He strictly
ordered them that no one should know this, and told them to give her
something to eat.



L: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ!

Sermon Pastor Paul Anderson

Sermon Song “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” ELW #733

Great Is Thy Faithfulness

[ A I } t T T I I T y | ]
& | I | I 1N I 1 | I 1 | | o F > ]
Ll |- Y | @t & & @ I = e 1
[ & & & ¥ had e [ (7] Il I | 1

L4 L4 I t T

1 Great is thy faith - ful-ness, O  God my Fa-ther; there is no
2 Sum-mer and win - ter and spring-time and har-vest, sun, moon, and
3 Par-don for sin and a peace that en - dur-eth, thine own dear

04 . ,
A -  N—— n —— — g ]
S il sl e e
1 & i [ D I I | | I 174 | 1
) o I : ¥—]
shad-ow of turn-ing with  thee; thou chang-est not, thy com -
stars in their cours-es a - bove join  with all na - ture in
pres-ence to  cheer and to guide; strength for  to - day and bright
0 4 _ —
r_— —— 1
J > m— — — to—a—g - 1
pas-sions they fail not; as thou hast been, thou for - ev - er wilt be.
man-i - fold wit-ness to thy great faith - ful - ness, mer-cy, and love.
hope for to - mor-row, bless-ings all mine, with ten thou-sand be - side!
Refrain
04 , p— .
"2 f [ — T PR S Mt 7 ]
] — — - — — i — i
: ] . | ¢5
Z—— ‘ —
Greatis thy faith-ful-ness! Great is thy  faith-ful-ness! Morn-ing by
04 , , ,
[ I T > —1 1 o= ]
[A\a” — I I I I \ \ I I i P— \
J I ' I 1 ' A
morn-ing new  mer-cies [ see; all 1 have need - ed thy
04 —
A _ 1T | | I I ™y [ g N | [ I I i |
R ) ] I — 1|
I | ™ E—— — il
i I — — | o —— i
= — o o=
hand hath pro - vid -ed; great is thy faith-ful-ness, Lord, un-to me.

Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866—-1960
Music: FAITHFULNESS, William M. Runyan, 1870-1957
Text and music © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL. 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Confession

PM: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; Jude 20
All: Pray in the Holy Spirit.
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PM: Keep yourselves in the love of God,; Jude 21
All: Look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ.

PM: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 2 Cor. 5:17
All: Everything old has passed away; behold everything has
become new!

PM: God has given us the ministry of reconciliation.
All: Therefore, let us be reconciled to God and to one another.
PM: Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.

(silence is kept for confession and reflection)

PM: Most gracious God,

All:  have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us
by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of
life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen

PM: The almighty and merciful God grants you pardon, forgiveness,
and release from all your sins.

All:  Amen

(AM: Please be seated for the prayers)
Prayers of the Church

AM: Let us come before the triune God in prayer.
“O Lord, Hear My Prayer” ELW #751

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer:
When I call, answer me.

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer:
Come and listen to me.

God of wholeness, we pray for believers all over the globe (global
mission partners may be named). Unify us in service of the gospel, that
we may work together as beloved siblings to share your love with all.
Let us pray, have mercy, O God.
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God of the cosmos, we pray for creation; the gardens, waterways and
creatures near to us and diverse forms of life that remain unseen. Teach
us to treat the natural world with reverence, seeking restoration when
human divisions have caused harm to your beloved creation.

Let us pray, have mercy, O God.

God of all people, we pray for harmony among the nations. Cast out
from us unclean spirits of greed and fear, that we may work in solidarity
with one another for the common good.

Let us pray, have mercy, O God.

God of abundance, we pray for those who are oppressed or in any need.
Encourage those who have begun to lose heart. Strengthen and renew us
with your Spirit.

Let us pray, have mercy, O God.

God of righteousness, we pray for this holy house of worship. Set our
gaze upon things eternal, that in thanksgiving for your mercy, we may
extend grace to more and more people.

Let us pray, have mercy, O God.

God of the ages, in your goodness you have sent us faithful witnesses for
every time and place. We give you thanks for those saints who now rest
in your eternal mercy (especially).

Let us pray, have mercy, O God.

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.
Amen

Pass the Peace
PM: The peace of the Lord be with you all.
All: And also with you.
Take a moment to pass the peace with those around you,
and send a message of peace to those listening and watching with you.

Jesus Comes to Us in His Supper
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Dear members and friends of Faith: as you trust the God you see in Jesus, please be
welcome to share his meal. Christ offers here and now his body and blood, his death and
resurrection, as a demonstration that God “loves you to death” and is present to, in, and
through you now and forever. Communion will be served in individual portions

Offering “Taste and See” ELW #493

Taste and see, taste and see the goodness of the Lord.
Oh, taste and see, taste and see the goodness of the Lord,
of the Lord.

Offering Prayer
AM: Let us pray,

All: Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very
self, and called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has
been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal.
Make us to be what we have received here, your body
for the life of the world. Amen

Words of Institution 1 Corinthians 11:23-26
PM: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,

who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
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Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection,
and ascension, we await his coming in glory.

Pour out your Holy Spirit,
that by this Holy Communion we may know
the unity we share with all your people
in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Through him, with him, in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father,
now and forever.

All:  Amen

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13 & Luke 11:2-4

PM: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth asitisin
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Invitation to the Meal

PM: Jesus Christ is the host of this meal, and he invites you to share a
meal with him—an act of friendship, hospital and a glimpse of the
feast that is to come. Christ has set the table with more than
enough for all. Come!

Distribution

Lamb of God ELW #195

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
14



Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.

Blessing
PM: The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us,
And journeys with us, + be upon you now and forever.
All: Amen

Post Communion Prayer

AM: Jesus, Bread of Life,

All: we have received from your table more than we could
ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now
strengthen us to love the world with your own life.

In your name we pray. Amen

Benediction
PM: May God the Father prepare your journey,
Jesus the Son guide your footsteps,
the spirit of Life strengthen your body,
and the Three in One watch over you,
on every road that you may follow.

Announcements

Sending Song “Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” ELW #886
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the glo - ries of my God and king, the  tri-umphs of his grace!
to  spread through all the earth a - broad the hon-ors of your name.
sings mu - sic in the sin-ner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.
the mourn - ful, bro-ken hearts re - joice, the hum-ble poor be - lieve.

5 Look unto him, your Savior own, 6 To God all glory, praise, and love
O fallen human race! be now and ever giv'n
Look and be saved through faith alone, by saints below and saints above,
be justified by grace! the church in earth and heav’n.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: AzmoN, Carl G. Gliser, 1784—1829; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792—-1872

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

God Sends Us into The World
Dismissal

AM: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
All: Thanks be to God.

Postlude

From Sundays and Seasons, copyright © Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #44168
Livestream, CCLI License 614466

Pray for our Members and Friends...
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Please call or email us with your prayer requests.

Prayers for safety and healing: Deb Cathey, Rick Brown,
Pastor Steve Van Gilder, Terry Smith, Ann Marie, Mary Jane,
Richard Castor, Terilee, Darcie Darlington

Prayers for comfort: friends and family of Randy Keith Clara Felton, Allen
Bjergo

Discovery:

Beehive: Yvonne Olson, Morrie Mitteness

Valley View: Ruth Dillon

Remington:  Chuck Olson, Kathleen Gazzara

At Home: Bertie Senn
Incarcerated: George Davis
Military: Ashley White, niece of Paul and Lina Giles, 2nd Lt., Army,

stationed in Cuba

Thanks to our Worship Assistants!

Today June 27th July 4th
Accompanist Amber Richardson Lina Gyles
Tom Anderson Tom Anderson
Call To Worship Deidra Markette Celeste Pogachar
Ushers John Trangmoe Judy Wilson
Lectors Deidra Markette Nancy Osborn
Assisting Minister Celeste Pogachar Celeste Pogachar

Video Tommy Denney
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JUNE 27, 2021
FIFTH SUNDAY ;- taki ngT
AFTER PENTECOST F faith

.- e

Healing and salvation begin now.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Mark 5:21-43 Jesus heals and raises to life
Monday Lamentations 3:22-33 There is still hope

Tuesday 2 Corinthians 8:7-15 Generous giving

Wednesday Acts 4:23-31 Believers pray for boldness
Thursday Isaiah 57:14-19 The Lord helps the helpless
Friday Luke 4:31-41 Jesus heals many people
Saturday Psalm 30 God turns mourning into dancing
Sunday Mark 6:1-13 Jesus sends the twelve

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

[Jesus] said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.”
Mark 5:34 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:
Come Lord Jesus, in the midst of difficult times touch us with your love and send us your peace and hope in
our daily lives. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, we thank you for this food and pray that all may receive food to live, serve, and love you and
others through Jesus, the great healer. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May God bless you to know the saving grace given to you through Jesus Christ.
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JUNE 27, 2021 )
HYMN OF THE WEEK ;- taki ngT

Come, Ye Disconsolate " . 2 fa ith

) home
WEEKLY MILESTONES CARING e

CONVERSATIONS ®

Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
«  When have you or someone you know had difficult times? Explain.
« Where do you find comfort when you are going through difficult times?
* Not allillnesses are cured and not all difficulties are resolved. How has faith in God eased your pain or
that of a friend’s pain during an illness?

DEVOTIONS ‘=&

Read: Mark 5:21-43.

On the way to restore Jairus’ daughter to life, Jesus realizes that healing power had gone from him to
someone in the crowd. He inquires who touched him to receive the healing. A woman comes forward and
explains that for 12 years she had suffered with hemorrhages (a flow of blood) that did not cease. Not only
did it make her weak, it made her ritually unclean and unfit to be with others. In other words, not only did
she experience physical suffering, she experienced isolation and social suffering. She was desperate and
thought she might be healed through touching Jesus’ garment. Jesus’ first word of response was to call her
“daughter,” that is, someone who belongs to the community. He then adds, “your faith has made you well”
(v. 34). The Greek text can equally be translated as “your faith has saved you.” The same word for healing is
the word for being saved. Salvation and healing begin for this woman because of her faith, a faith borne out
of desperation. Her faith was not an expression of confidence and trust; it was simply an openness to hope
against hope. With Jesus’ response, she is brought into community and healed. When has faith felt more
like taking a risk than a show of confidence and trust?

Pray: Healing God, we thank you that you touch us with your saving grace now and always through Christ
Jesus, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SERVICE &
The woman who touched Jesus’ clothes and was healed was an outcast among her own people. Her iliness
- meant that others saw her as unclean and avoided her. Who o are the peoplein
° your community that are often looked down upon or left out? ° What act of kindness
‘\'.‘IH,\?UNI 5 can you do for someone who may be feeling left out in some \1;11>7L\N!\ way?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS &

Appropriate touch is a way of expressing love and care for others. Research has shown that as humans we
need the touch of others to stay healthy in body, mind and spirit. Holding hands while praying and blessing
someone with the sign of the cross on their hand or forehead are forms of a healthy touch. Hold hands
while praying the Lord’s Prayer. Then bless one another: May God bless you to know that Jesus has
touched you with peace today.

In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an effective faith
formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org
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